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thing had to be done, and the amount of
mioney set a-side at the present time for re-
pairs to rolling- stock is not nearly adequate.
Additional money will have to be made
available for that purpose. The member for
Northam (.Mr. llawke) asked whether any
attemipt bad beenl made to classify the men
out of employment. That matter is receiv-
ing attention. With the impetus that has
been given to the building trade--although,
according to members opposite, that does
not matte-

Mr. Sampson: Time members opposite are
doing all they can to help in that way.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
That is so, especially with their criticism.

M1r. Patrick: W%\e want a permanent solu-
tion, not a temporary expedient.

The MIINISTER 'FOR EMPLOYMENT:
It has beein found thlat with the impetus
given to the building trade, we cannot al-
ways get tradesmen when we require them.

Mr. Sampson: Hear, hear!I More appren-
tices needed!

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYAMNT:
No. Let me tell lay friend opposite of an-
other method. There ire many tradesmen
in the State who at present are employed
upon work other than their trade. The
question therefore arises of organising the
wrorkers of the State so as to have trades-
men available for work at their own trade
when required. 1 am therefore having a list
made of the callings of the various in
who are on relief work at the present time.
'In addition, whilst making those investiga-
tions, I shall he abie to place farm labourers
when they are required. As we take the
tradesmen away fromn relief work and place
them in their different callings in private
industry. I ani hoping that the 3,700 who
are, stillI unemployed w~ill rceive an oppor-
tzinity of seeuring work without increasing
loan expenditure to any great extent. That
will help to solve the problem with which we
are faced. I desire to thank members for
the generous manner in which they have
received the Estimates. No doubt there are
mnany shortcomings in the department. It
is a rather difficult combination: there is the
Employment Department, the Child Welfare
Department, and the two departments which
deal with what one may term the poorer
activities of the State. I know much is left
to be desired, but of course we have our

financial limitations. I 'Lrust the Vote will
be agreed to.

Vote put and passed.

Voles-Uieempiuyment Relief £861,857;
State Labour Bureau £6,690; Council of
Industrial Iievelopinmeet %9J-u greed to.

Pr-rs, reported.

Hoose adjourned ait 1.26 a.mu. (We'dnesday.)
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-30 p.m., and read prayers.

BILL-LAND.
In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day; Hon.
J. Cornell in the Chair; the honorary
Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clause 41-Restriction of rights of re-
sutuption without compensation:

Hon. J. 'NICHOLSON: I move an
amnienedment

That in ]ine 2, after ti,0 words ''O)twm
granit'' tfiere lie inqerted thme wards ''or
leas. "

My object is to extend the operation of
the clause to C.P. or other leases7 in aa-
dition to Crown grants.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I cannot
agree to the amendment. C.P. leases were
deliberately excluded from this legislation.
It is necessary to retain power over them.
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Settlement usually precedes a railway.
Very often land has to be resumed for
railway purposes, and in order to give
additional road access to various proper-
ties which have been already settled. If
the amiendmnent is carried the Government
will not be able to resume land for these
purposes without having to pay for it.

Hon. .3. NICHOLSON: The reservations
that are contained in a C.P. lease are very
closely related to the reservations that a.re
contained in a. Crown grant. In the
schedule of the Bill the formn of C.P. lease
is set out. Members are well aware of the
right of the Crown to resume, wvithout coin-
pensation, any piortion of land held under
lease up to one-twentieth of the area
of the holding, but if there aire any
buildings or other improvements. conm-
pensation is allowed in respect of them.
If the Minister again confers with the
departmental authorities, he will find that
the provisions included in the C.P. leases
are in effect idenfical with those that are
carried forward into the Crown grant
when it is issued. Therefore it is clearly
proper that the clause shall apply equally
to C.P. leases as to Crown grants. The
clause in the Bill is quite clear re-
garding the restriction of the right to)
resume witt compensation. It mneans
the importation of the betterment prinl-
ciple. 1Proposedl public works, for whieji
land may he resumed may tend to
increase the value of the remainder
of the holding affected as wvell as
of contiguous areas, and that increased
value is to be considered in assessing thes
compensation to he paid to the grantee.
Under existing conditions, whether in re-
spect of Crown grants or C.P. leases, it is
compulsory for the Government, in the
event of resumptbn being resorted to, to
pay compensation for improvements. Let
us assume that the value of the buildings
on the land resumed represents £E250, that
the holding consists of 2,000 acres, and
that, by reason of the work to be carried
out by the Government, the value of the
land is increased to the extent of .5s. or
10s. per acre. If we agree to the clause
as it stands, we will deprive the grantee
of the right hie has at present to receive
payment in cash representing the value of
the actual improvements. If we take it
that the land is worth £1 an acre, one-
fourth of that betterment would mean that
the value of the land was improved to the
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extent of 5s. per acre which, on
1,000 acres, would represent £250, and
the betterment by reason of the public
works constructed, calculated on 2,000
acres, would represent £500. The gran-
tee might not get a penny piece for
his buildings and improvements. The Gov-
erment would say, "You are bound by
Section 141 which says that 'We are to de-
duct from the compensation p~ayable to you
the amount of the betriet. There are
many ini at present heavily involved, oar-
titularly those on the land, and if theirs is
the nmisfortne to have a portion of their
land resumed, say with farm buildings for
which they would get no compensation, thn
position would be that they would probably
have to vacate the farm. To pass t-he clause
would he most detrimental to the farmers.

The CHAIRMAN : If I mnay lbe permitted
to interpose, I think the hon. member's
amendment is incomp~lete. It. says, "or
lease.' Crown grant, as wvell as conditional
purchase and pastoral lease, is interpreted
in Clause 3 but "lease" is not interpreted.

Hon. .1. NICH-OLSON: I think there i.A
a definition of "lease" in the body of the
Act.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
could say in his amendment "or conditional
purchase les.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Very weUl, we can
make it conditional purchase lease. The
clause could end at the word "grant" in the
sixth line, and the latter part of the clause
could be eliminated, and so the objectionable
feature about the compensation would h~e
removed. As the matter stands, unless there
is a safeguarding provision for the leszee
or grantee to get compensation for build-
ings a11d improvements, to which he is en-
titled at the present time, the Committee
would lie doing a grave injury to many m.en
in the country. My purpose is simply to
preserve to the grantee or lessee the right
tc get the actual amount of compensation
for building-s, etc., without having anything
deducted because of' the betterment prin-
ciple.

The HONOR3ARY MINISTER: MuIch of
what the lion, member hans s-Aid depends9
upon01 whether thle other amendment staud-
ing in his name on the Notice Paper is agreed
to. At p~resent Crown grants and condi-
tional p)urchase leases are in the same posi-
tion; the Government have the right to re-
sumne up to one-twentieth for Various pus-
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Poses. If onl the land resumed there are
buildings or improvements, the Government
must pay compensation. The Government
are of thle opinion that it is not fair that
they should retain that right for all time,
and therefore they say to thle holders of
Crown grunts, "We will give you a Conces-
sion and waive the righit to resme that land
free of charge, and that you put a limit of
five years onl our right to resumec." 'We say
that if we desire to resume any land after a
period of five rears has elapsed, we
must pay compensation, but if there should
be some building on the property, or if it
should happen that the lind is improved,
then we must set off that increase in value
against the compensation. If the lion, menu-
her desires that the holders of O.P. leases
shall still retain the right they posses s to-
day, then by amending the clause as hie -c
sires, without reference to his first amiend-
ment, hie will be doing those people -a disser-
vice. It is often necessary to resumne land
for railways, roads and bridges, and conse-
quently if we agree to the amendment, wve
shall he placing the various departments at
a grave disadvantage by compelling them
to pay for land for public purposes which
to-day we would not have to pay tor at ill.
So I cannot agree to the amendment.

Hon. J. Nicholsonl: Will you accept thtu
other amendment?

The HONORARY MINISTER: No, I am
opposing the other also. I suggest that -we
leave thle muatter as it is now. If Air. Nichol-
son had his way, thle Government would
have to consider whether they could agre
to carry onl.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I contend that in
place of giving concessions to the holders
of Crown, grants the Government are plac-
ing the grantee in a position that is less
favourable thani that of the O.P. holder.
The conditional purchase holder, if entirely
omitted from this clause, will during the
whole currency of his lease lie entitled, in the
event of the resumption of any portion of
his land, to claimii compensation for buildings
and other improvements- and that without
any deduction in respect of betterment
brought about byr tile proposed public work.
If the clause passes as it stands, comupensa-
tion will ble payable to the grantee after
five years; but the compensation wrill be so
mythical in character that it might amount
to nothing, for the reasons I hav'e stated
previously. The betterment would be set off

against thle claink for compensation. It the
amendment is not carried, the clause should
he rejected.

Amendment put, andl n division tken with
thle following results:-

Ayes
Noes -

* . . .. 12

13

MVajority against..

AYES
Hon. L. B. Bolton
Hon, E. R1. H. Hall
Hon. E. H. Harris
Hon. J. M. Macfarlane
Hon. W. J. Mann
lion. R. G. Moore
I-on J. NiCholson

Hon. 3. M. Drew
Hon. J. T. Franklin
Hon. U. Fraser
Mon E. H, Gray
I-ion' W. H. Ktitson
Hon3. 0., W. Miles
Hon, T. Moore

11

f-ori. IT. V. Piosse
Hon. A. Thomson.
Hion. 0. I-f. Wittenoom
J-Ion. H, 3. Voliand
H-on. C. F. Baxter

(Tel~er.)

Noun.
lIron. SirG. Nathan
Hion. E. Rose
I-Lon. 1H, Seddon
Hon. 0. B. Williams
Hon. Sir E- Wittenoom
lHon. J. S. Holmnes

(Telle.)

Amendment thus niegatived.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I muove an amend-
0) Cnt-

That ai subelause be adderl, a s followvs:-
"This section shall not affect the provisions
of any Crownv grant whereby a resumipt ion
shall not he made without compensation for
any part of the laud granted or denlised upon
which buildings are erected or other improve-
ments have been made; and such compensation
shall be assessed at the value of such build-
ings or other improvements, without regard to
anly increase in the value of the remaining
land of tile glanitoc, and shall be payable with-
out auy dedLIction by a set-off against the
value of such buildings or other improvements
or any increase in the value of such remaining
land of the grantee."'

I have already explained the position. The
Committee having decided to omit the con-
ditional purchase holder, we are now dealing
with the grantee, whose rights will differ
from those of a conditional purchase holder.

Hon. A. Thomson: In effect there will be
110 compensation to the grantee.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That is so. It will
be a serious matter for every farmer in
Western Australia.

Hion. G. W, Miles: To have his property
iluploved!

Ron. J. NUOHOILSON: If the clause is
carried without this amendment, g-rantees
may he deprived of compensation for build-
ings, etc., in the case of resnmlptionl.

Ho,,. Sir EDWARD W1ITTENOOM:1 lily
exper-ience of land resumption is, that in the
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case of buildings the Government resume
everything uip to one's door;: that is, if one

Hon. B. G. "MOORE: The clause as it
stands is likely to iliit hardship. The fact
of an owner being told that there is better-
ient of his property does not give him
mioney to meet the 'eo.4 of shifting buildings
or other improvements If the resumiption.
includes land on wih buildings have been
erected, thle owner is entitled, irrespective of
betterment, to be reimbursed the cost of re-
hloving thle building,.-, if' they can be removed.
A woan on the other- side of him might have
the same improvements and be put to no
inconvenlience whatever.
*lion. A. THOMSON: I congratulate Mr.

NXicholson onl having brought down this
amendment. Mr. Miles by interjection said
that resumption wou!d improve a man's
property. But that is not much eonsolation
to a inan whose buildings are taken from
him by the Government in order that a
roadway, or somne other public utility, might
be constructed.

lion. SIR EDWARD WITTENOOM1: 1
omitted just now to refer to the example of
the 'Midland rail-way. Did they pay for
any homiesteads9? 'No fear. As a rule, when
thle Governmnent resume at station or holding,
they resume anything but the buildings.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I repeat
that I cannot accept the amendment. Oaly
infrequently are any buildings resumed. At
is oakv in the event of the remainder of the
land bieing- actually improved in value that
there is to be a set-off at all. In mnany cases
there~ would not lie onv set-afr. The Bill
was considered liv a select committee of an-
other place, who went into it very
thoroughly and, I believe, gave careful at-
tention to the clause now under discussion.
No objection was raised to it until the Bill
reached its present stage. The Government
believe that by the clause they are giving a
valuable concession to grantee;, and do not
feel called Upon. to go any farther. On a
property carrying valuable buildings wvlo-
ever might he responsible for the assessmnern
of values would give the grantee a fair deal
at the very least.

Hon. J. Nicholson: They would not give
him one penny piece.

The HONORARY 'MINISTER: It is
very unfair for the lion, member to say such
a thing. Suppose the homestead involved

was worth P2,OaO; would the bon, member
say that no compensation would be paid?
It would be impossible for any fair-minded
man to argue that the improvement ia value
of the laud would offset the value of such a
homestead.

Hon. Sir Charles Nathan: What is the
position at present?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Land
may be resumed to the extent of one-
twentieth of the holding without compensa-
tion at all, unless there is on the lanrd build-
ings or gardens or water supplies, iii which
ease the Government must pay compensa-
tion for those improvements.

Hon. C, F. Baxter: BLut tiL improvements
include cultivation. I myself have had a
successful action in that respect.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is all
contained in Section 4.5 of the Act; it is on1
time grounds therein contained that the Gov-
ermnent can pay compensation. In point of
Crown rants, after a period of five years
has elapsed, if we resumne we must pay;
but because we are paying for the land re-
sumed, it is only right that we should take
into consideration the increased value of the
remainder of the land. M~r. Nicholson, in
stating his case, has gone, to the extreme in
every particular. The clause, as printed,
is exceedingly fair.

lion. H. 'V. PIE SSE: it the ease of
land taken up and held for over 19 years,
am I to understand that if it is under C.P.
conditions it does riot comre within the 5-year
provison ?

I-on. 4. Nicholson: No.
Hion. H. J. Velland: No, it is only for

live years after the issue of the C.P. grant.

Horr. H. 1'. PIESSE: I have been con-
cerned ini one or. two cases of land resump-
tion. WVhen land was resumed for a water
reserve at Katanriing, one-twentieth of an
area of property which was owned by ine
was resumed. In that case I dlid not receive
any compensation for the imiprovenments oin
the resumed portion.

Hion. C. F. Baxter: You should have.
Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I was told by the

resunmptiori board that I could fight the case,
but that happened ini 1915, and I was then
about to proceed to the war. 1 thereforq
accepted the smiall amo0ut of conmpenrsaion
that was awarded to me. It proved to be
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just suifficient to pay oil the mofrtgagee.
One-twentielh of the area of anotherl pro-
perty of mine at Kojonup, which was
divided into eight or Len sheep paddocks,
was resumed, and I received no conmpensa-
tion fur the portioii resumned. Subsequently
.F was threatened by the Railway Depart-
mnent with legal proceeding-s because 20 or
:30 o: iiiy sheep happened to he run over
by at train. T think it is iniquitous that a
nian should niot receive compensation for
the, resumnptioii of portioni of laind which
he has taken uip and inhIroveil, simply be-
cause it happens to be held under fondi-
tional purchase lease.

The Il:OoRARY AiVNISTER: But un-
der this Bill you would receive voinj)Csafl
tion. ff land is restnmcd upon which im-
provemnents have been effected or buildings
erected, the farnier is entitled to iflmpells-a

tion for such improvements or buildings.
Tf no improvemnents have been effected up1301
the portion resumed, then the .farnwr is not
entitled to compensation.

Hon. IL, J. YELLANJ3: It is unust, be-
cause a railway happens to go through a
person's property, that he should be penal-
ised by having the remainder of his land Inl-
cr-eased in value and that increase taken into
account when assessing compensation for thu
land resumed], while his neighbour, whose
land is also increased in value, goes scot
free.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following- result

Ayes . .. 12
Noes .. . U

.Na11jority for

VoD. C. P_ Baxter
Hon. L. B, Balton
Hon. EK. H ania
ITOn. J. M. Macarn
Hon- W. J. Man
Honm. R. Q. Ior

Jam

1

a.
Hon. J. Nieboisan
Ilon. H . V. Piesse
Ron. A. Thomson
Ronm. 0. H-. Wittenoom
lion. H. J. Yellani
non. u. H. H. Hall

(Tellr.)

NOES.
Eon. J. M. Drew Hon. Sir C. Natban
Ron. 3C. H. Gray Ron. E. Rose
Eon. 3. I. Holmes Ho.. C. B. Williams
Ron. W. Hf. Kitson Hon. SirEF. Wittenoom
Hon. 0. W. Miles Hon. H. Seddon
Hon. TI. Moore I(7'clifr.)

Amendment thus passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Progress reported.

BILL-FrORESTS ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Beading.

Debate resumed from the Mt November.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [5.58]:
One naturally desires to review the pro-
gress Of reforestation in this State, par-
ticularly dluring the depression period. It
is interesting to note from the Forests De-
paitieit's relport that the total revenue re-
etViveql front forest operations last year was
about £65,800. W~hile this is an improve-
1macni on ile iguf-irus of the preceding Year,
it ik a seriouis decline fi-om wh'at was r-e-
1'ei v'd during pri~ouis yearLs. The anmonuiit
mtade available for reforestation from torus--
tryV 1'eVenu was £:20,000, but the work has
been extended anid plans made to borrow
nearly £134,000 fromn Loan funds, largely
for idie p11 rJpfse of lproceeding with refores-
lnioim id also, providimig uiempomutm-
lice. One cannot help thinkin- that if dir-
ing the years of plenty we had retained the
money a ppropriated for reforention in te
*Iipartiiint. instead of paingitl. it into Coni-
solidmated Revenue, the prtesent proposed)
loan e3xpeniditulre mnight have been avoided.
It is interesting to note that. the total fores!-
try expenditure last year was £144,000.
I wish to deail mnore particularly with the
cIxperinlients in the re-growthi of sandal-
wood. Unfortunately, those that were eon-
dueted onl the goldfilds were not too sue-
cessful. We have h)ad somec very' dry years,
whichi have affected the growth of the
pimits. Thlere has also been great trouble
with rabbits.

Hon. W". J. Manun: Do away with themi.
Hlon. 'F. SEIDDON': Some rather inter-

esting things are being worked out by the
Forestry officers. It would have been a
sound policy if the Government had con-
tinnied to protect these plants as far as
p~ossib~le, eveni to the extent of netting the
smialler areas so 'that the work might eon-
tinue iii the dry districts. The report in-
dicates that so far as the reforestation of
sandalwood in the dlampe P>l istricts; is
concerned, there is not the s;ame trouble
with rabbits, and the plants grow better
because of tle wetter conditions. *Tt would
be wvorth while miaking investigations to
compare the two types of plankts for oil
content. T g-athem' that the oil content.
(if trees which -row in) the drier climates
is ric-her thain would be obtained fromn
trees growing in districtsz whe-re there
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is a greater amount of moisture available.
Experimental work frequently discloses
some unexpected results. This might apply
to the systematic continuation of the ex-
periments in the re-growth of sandalwood
on the goldfields. I would urge upon the
Government to go on with that work, make
available further sums for it, and place
it in the hands of some expert officer who
would see if it were not possible to retain
what has been a source of wealth in the
past, namely our sandalwood production.
Owing to thte depression, there has been
a decreased demand for sandalwood oil.
This comnmodity has great medicinal vir-
tWes. The supply of sandalwood in the
wvorld is limited, and for that fact alone
this particular Work demands the attention
of the Government. On previous occasions
I hare advocated that research work
should be carried out in fodder plants in
the drier nreas. The time is not ripe when
we can look to the Government to extend
this class of work about which, however.
there is a good deal of urgency. Now that
there are brighter prospects ahead of the
pastoral industry, the question mnight ivell

hie revived, and the establishment of reserves
onl the goldfields given careful contsidera.
tion. The work which was started at
l~oonamnore in South Australia, has been
well carried on by the Federal Govern-

mnent, Valuable information has been ac-
quired and tabulated from that source,
and inquiries have been made into those
cases where the ground has already been
seriously depleted of its natural plapits.
This work could be supplemented to at
great extent if similar operations were
carried on in our eastern goldfields areas,
where the fodders have not been so
severely denlt with. I commend the idea
to the Government. I am sure that from
research undertakings of this nature the
Government would he well repaid in the
years to come. One feature of the depres-
sion has been) that Australia has been
able to demonstrate that in the prodIuction
of fine wool it still holds a monopoly in
the world's markets. I make these sug-
gestions in the hope that they may be
embodied in future forestry plans. 1 sup-
port the second reading of the Bifl.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West) [6.]:
I do not intend to oppose the second reading
of the Bill. tLoiig ago it was agreed that 'lie
Government should adopt a reasonable_

forests policy. In order that this might be
carried out, certain moneys are necessary.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The Government are
taking the mioney into revenue.

Hon. W. J. MANN: A small portion of
it. The greater part isi being expended in
forestry work.

Roll. J. Nicholson :It is intended to legal-
ise an omission that was made last year.

li-on. W. J1. M1ANN: One of its objects
is to validate an omission of last year. The
House cannot reasonably offer aniy objec-
tion to the nicasLire. For some time past
unemployed relict work has very wisely been
found in our forests for a large numiber of
mien. It is a pity they were not sent there
earlier in the depression. It would have
been wiser if some of the men who were "ent
to Blaekboy had been put into the forests
to do work of someic ral value. I inder-
stand there arc already 1,250 men scattered
about the forests doing much more useful
work than is the case with wany other foemmas
of uneniployment relief. So long as the
depression lasts I hope work will be found
in the forest areas. Unless special attention
is devoted to this wonderful asset, our timn-
her reserves are likelyv to suffer serious dam-
age, at all events4 to be more seriously
affected than when they are beingf system-
atically cut over. As one goes th'rough the
country which is not being handled by the
lforcsts Department, one can see very little
iin the way of new growth. What new growth
there is has been dwarfed and rendered al-
most useless by periodical fires. I congratut-
late the departmient on the success which has
attendled their izc control scheme during the
last two or three years. It is remarkable
that ouit of at very large area last year only
about 500 acres were affected by fire, and
then only to a comiparatively small extent.
This means that quite a lot of new growth
will have been preserved. If this can be
eontinuted for a few years, the trees will
have reached anl age when they will be less
liable to damage by fire. We know what
takes place in time forests when a fire sweeps
over seedlings about 1S inchies in height, and
how little of them is left when the fire has
passed. In his last annual report the Con-
sen-ator says that 132,932 acres have been
added to the area permanently dedicated to
forests, and only 5,800 acres have been
excised and handed over to the Lands De-
partmnent for settlement. How much of that
132,000 odd acres is actually forest country
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I do not know. In the pust tbe forestry auth- the royalties, but the Governmont have not
orities in their zeal and determination to
do their best for our forests, have claimed
quite a lot of land which should never have
been classed as forest country. A good deal
of the land they claimed had no marketable

imber upon it and is never likely to have
it. Portion of it is land they have since
shown lby their actions in allowing it to lie
selected, to lie unsuitable for the growth of
timber.

Hon. H. Seddon: Are they not suppose1
to retaini 3,000,000 acres for reforestation .

Hon. W. J. MANN : I understand that is
the area. That would not justify the de-
partmnent iii locking up land that should be
miade available for agriculture. That there
is a demand for such land within the forest
.area is shown 1) 'v the report of the Conserva-
tor for last Year. This indicates that 222
applications were received by the Lands De-
partment for land within the forest bound-
aries. Of these, 149 were granted. This
bears out my contention that there is a lot
of good land which should not be hield up by
the department.

Hon. J. 1M. Macfarlane: On your own
showing it has not been held up.

Hon. WV. J. MNANN: It has been held iip.
That 222 appli)ca tions have been made and
149 allowed indicates that the department
were wrong in the first place in holding up
the land.

Hon. J. M. Matarlane: How nmany acres
of forest country have been alienated?

Hen. W. J. MANN: I do not knowv. The
area covered by the 149 successful applica-
tions wvould lie about 5,000 acres.

Hon. E. H. Harris: In what localities
would they be?

Hon. W. J. MANN: If I told the lion.
member he would not understand the names.
1. hope the department will in future recog-
nise that they are not always right in their
classification of good timber country. It is
only comparatively recently that such
applications were granted. Prior to that,
the department were very hard to move.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: The Agricultural
Bank has plenty of land for settlement.

Hon. 'W. J. 'MANNY: Last year the tim-
ber industry reached a lower depth than has
been evident for the last 15 years. That
is a very serious thing for the country, and
justifies us in asking that for the fuiture
every possible assistance should be given to
the industry. Reductions have been made in

gone far enough. Good markets still exist
for our timber. It would be wise if thle
Government were to indulge in a little more
advertising in the Eastern States and
abroad.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. IV. J. MANN: Prior to the tea ad-
journmnent, I was referring to the necessity
for pushing the sale of our hardwoods, and
had sugg-ested that the Forests Department
might consider the advisability of embarking
uphonl an advertising scheme in order to keep
before the people of the British Empire the
advantage to be gained from using our tim-
bers. Other countries and States, notably
Queensland, continuously advertise their timi-
bers with, I believe, marked effect. A scheme
of advertising would be beneficial to WVest-
ern Australia. I desire to refer briefly to the
policy of the Forests Department regardin~g
pineC plantations.

The PRESIDENT: I would remind the
hon. member that the Bill is for an Act to
continue the operations of one section of the
Forests Act. I hope he will not go beyond
the scope of the Bill.

Honx. W. 3. MANN: My intention is to
connect uip my remarks wvith the Bill.

Hon. G. IV. Miles: The money should be
used for reforestation purposes.

Hon. IV. J. MANN: Yes, and the money
for an advertising scheme wvould come from
the same source. I have no particular objec-
tion to money having been expended on pine
plantations, hut I have taken exception to
the methods adopted by the department in
the past. Land has been taken adjacent to
railways for forestry work. I have in mind
land along the Flinders Bay railway which,
for four and a half miles, passes through a
forest reserve. A lax-ge part of that area has
been cleared of natural timber with a view
to establishing a pine plantation. My objec-
tion is that the land would be first-class for
agricultural purposes. Some time ago the
Mitchell Government sent a few hundred men
16 miles from that railway to clear land
for agricultural purposes. There is no likeli-
hood of any railway being constructed to
that area within the next 50 years. I claim
that the land adjacent to the Flhinders Bay
railway could have been put to better use by
being devoted to agriculture, and if it were
desired to plant pines, the Forests Depart-
ment could have chosen an area farther back.
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As the plantation could not Reach maturity
ill its tja n ior .51) yeari, that Course could
have been adopted without harmi to anyone
concerned. A I)IeasiIng feature of the work
of the Forests Departmenut is ill respiect of
what has been (lone in conjunction with the
Government Cleiecle Lab ora tov in in aking
tests of soils. That is necessary wvork, and
hiad it beena (l e in the past, mnuch mniey
would have bieen saved to the State. It the
soil at Ludlow had been analysed years ago,
the fiasco that followed the planting of pines
there would have been avoided. Pinus insig-
ils were planlted there in country totally tin-

suited] for that species, and after 20 years
the plantation had to be cut down and the
area replanted. 1 congratulate the forestry
officials, onl the splendid achievements of the
past, particularly with regard to fire control,
and the patrol of the forests in summer.
That represent. a fine feature of the work,'and I trust it Will Continue Wvillh the same
heneficial results inl the future as in the past.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East) [7.35]:
1 congratulate 3Mr. Seddon onl his remarks
regairdinjg the reforestation of sandal wood.
Th le point lie made is worthy of the con-
sideration of the department. 1-I suggested
that they should protect the plantations by
the erection of rabbit-proof netting. It is
of little use planiting seedlings if rabbits are
allowed to eat theni. I was lparticularly
struck byv Mr. Seddon's sulggestioni that it
rabbit-proof netting wvere erected, the de-
partment could engage upon scientific re-
sin rch work regarding, the establishment of
new fodder plants. At first glance, that
iiihd seem to he outside the scope of the
Forests Department, but 1 notice that in
his annual report, the Auditor 0Genieral
points out that over £2,300 had been spent
in anl attempt to grow flax. The State has
spent large sums of money in establishing
tile wheat, wool, and fruit growing inus-
Liis, but the growth of piastuires has been
neglected to some extent. If fodder lplaiits
could hie grtown wvith success in areas where
sanidalwood experinients were being carried
out, it would prove valuable to the State.
If we can, by experiments, extend the
period of the growth of green fodder
for cattle and sheep, it will be of great value
to the Slate. I congratulate the Forests De-
partment upon acquiescing in requests made
by the Wagin 'Municipal Council. In that
district there is a large area of land lying

idle, anti I agree withI the remiarks of Mr.
-Mazia, that reforestation work is reproduc-
tive in tha t it provides a return for money
expended in tladin-, emp loyinent for men.
I travelled throug-h South Africa a few
years ago, and I found, especially among
the farmers in Natal, that efforts were made
to plant certain areas withI wattle for tan-
ning purposes. That gave the farmers an
assured source of income each year. The
Forests Department of this State could eon-
sider that matter wvitIh advantage, an I[ they
nighdt entou rag e the fa.i ers in the Great
Soulthern areas,i an( elsewhere to establ ish
mna'let bark anrd "'attle. If the farmers
were to engage upon that work, it would
represent at certain income to them, and
priticall v everY- 1'iner has a certain pro-
portion of stonly or inferior land onl his hold-
i ng. The department has established sue-
eessful lv a mallet hark phlanta tion outside
Narrogin, aiid it is promising- very well.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[7.48] : The Bill involves consideration of
various aspects of importance. The Leader
of the House and Mr. Seddon traced in ain
interesting manner much of what led to the
present legislation. One of the chief fea-
tures in fairlY recent years. has been the
authorisation of a certain
returns from the forests
C'onsolidated Revenue. In
"-as possibly' pardonable,
went should consider
'vise to perpetuate that
upon01 foi-astr ' A as one
ant industries of the

proportion of the
being diverted to
at waY that action
but tile Govern-
whether it is
system-. I look

of the import-
State. At one

sange it :iclded a very handsome rev-
enue, and was the means of providin~g
emp~loymenit for- a large number of men.
It is true that very large areas of market-
able timber have been depleted and that we
are now dependent upon the Conservator
of Forests to try to restore and maintain
the supply of our timbers. It is important-
therefore, that anl industry which has played
for many years a very important part in
the history of Western Australia should be
min~tained to the utmost. I am convinced
that the present Government are, and past
Governments, have been fully alive to that,
but when we divert into Consolidated
Revenue the funds wvhich come from
that particular source, we are lessening
the possibility of maintaining nin in-
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dustry which we wvould like to see
maintained at its highest point. I sup-
port the congratulations that have been
extended to the Conservator and those asso-
ciated with him for the splendid work they
have done throughout the past year, and
when one realises the responsibility that i
theirs, it is necessary that we should give
our fullest aid and co-operation towvards ex-
tending the usefulness of the industry. I
hope, therefore, that some heed will be paid
to the necessity for exp~anding the industry
still further. It has been pointed out that
certain sums have been actually borrowed
for the purpose of finding employment for
men in the wvork of reforestation. It seems
almost anomalous and ridiculous to say that
we have to hon-ow money on account of this
work when the money has actually been re-
ceived.

Hon. G. W. Miles: It is Parliament's
fault.

Hion. J. NICHOLSON: That has hap-
pened, I believe, in other departments where
money has been received, paid into Consoli-
dated Revenue, and thenr flunds have had to
be borrowed to carry on the work. There is
probably no more useful or reproductive
work in which to engage men wvho, unfortu-
nately, have been thrown out of employ-
ment. In the restoration of our forests we
can see the possibility of future revenue by
building up the forests and making it pos-
sible to perpetuate the industry which has
played such an important part in the devel-
opment of the State. The only way in which
that can properly be done is to reconsider
at ant early date thre question of the re-
allocation of these moneys, and I ask the
leader of the House to bring under the
notice Of his Colleagues this aspect of the
matter. There is another point to which I
may be permitted to allude. In the report
of the Conservator of Forests there is a ref-
erence to the danger from fires. 1 might be
permitted to read this extract fr-omn the
report:-

The principal hazard in a number of forests,
particularly on ''blow-up'' days, is the danger
of fires encroaching on thle forest from adjoin-.
ing private property, and a, tightening-up in
the enforcement of Bush Fire Prevention
legislation is overdue. For example, the open -
ing of the general burning season by Oaeette
notice as early as 1st I.-ebruary is a suicidal
policy to farming as w~ell as forestry in-
ter-ests. A study of meteorological data on- the

records of past fire, losses will becar out the
contention that particularly bad bush-fire days
occur every suninier during tile last half of
January or the first half of February. If
every settler,' irrespective of weather eondi-
lions, has the right to set alight, on the first
day of February, Imis patch of swamp, few
acres of ncw clearing, or bush paddocks with-
out special precautions in the way of ploughed
breaks and belts of standing green trees ren-
dered safe by early burning in the preceding
!pring, the outbreak of numerous bush fires is
inevitable onl thle first day of high wind and
low humidity.

This is at matter which, no doubt, has been
very*A seriously considered. Whilst the report
says there hans been a little improvement
in the industr-v during the past year, as
compared with the previous year, one real-
ises that with world conditions as they are,
there is probably not the opportunity at the
moment for tile great expansion we
would[ like to see in export timber.
lint now is the time \vhen the de-
velopmment. of our, forests should proceed
apace, and the absorption of our unem-
plo 'yed in useful wo,-k such, as that would be
beneficial to the State and to the men them-
selves.

HON. G. W. MILES (North) [7.5:3]:
Once again I desire to enter my protest at
the methods adopted by thme Government in
taking forest-y money into Consolidated Rev-
enue instead of putting it aside for reforesta-
tion p~urposes. Originally, in the Bill intro-
duced in 1919, it was definitely stipulated
that tbree-fifths of the r-evenue had( to be
used for reforestation. For some time we
were successful in preventing the Govern-
mnent from taking this money into Consoli-
dated Revenue, but later on members took up
the attitude, as they are doing now, of
allowing it to go through. So we have time
farcical position created of paying this
money into revenue and borrowing for re-
forestation, and another instance of inpos-
ing- a burden onl the rising generation. When
the Bill was first introduced the argument
was advanced that the Government of the
time did not expect to get so much revenue
out of sandalwood. It was the good fortune
of the State, however, to receive a great deal
more than was expected. Now, members de-
clare that this should not be done, and that
should not be done, but by their actions in
this House they grant the Government power
to do those things that should not be done.
Ihope the House will reject thle Bill and so

allow thle money to go back into the forestry

I!)0(;
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fund for which it wvas originally intended.
It is simply madness to proceed as we arc
doing. The same thing is happening in con-
nection with the Fremantle harbour. The
Harbour Trust allow their receipts to go into
Consolidated Revenue and then borrow to
tarry out improvements or extend the har-
bour. It is said that finance is government
and government is finance, but we have
nothing of the kind in this State. God help
us from the class of Governments we have
had in the past. I oppose the second read-
ing of the Bill.

THE CHIEFr SECRETARY (Eon. J1. It.
Drew-Central-in reply) [7.57]1: I anm ii-
clined to fear that -Mr. Nicholson's conuents
may mislead some members who are not
acquainted with the provisions of the Porestsq
Act. Mr "Miles did offer ain explanation, hut
very briefl'y, ats to what the provisions of the
Act are. No Government has ever taken the
whole of this revenue from timber.

Hon. J, Nicholson: I said a certain por-
tionl of it.

The CIEPI SECRETARY: Gnvermenl s
have taken the revenue only in accordance
with the Forests Act, 1918, a measure that
was carefully considered. It contained a
provision that three-fifths of the revenue
should go to a reforestation fund and two-
fifths to Consolidated Revenue. That was
done for six years and then the Government
of the day submitted a. Bill mnaking provision
that the revenue fromn sandalwood should
not go to the reforestation fund hut should
go into Consolidated Revenue. An amend-
ment was moved in this House to the effect
that £5,000 from sandalwood revenue should
be! set aside for the purposes of the re-growth
of that timber. That was carried on from
1.924 to 1929, at period of five years, and.
£25,000 was spent in connection with the re-
growth of sandalwood. I brought down a
similar Bill in 1029, but it was defeated in
this House. The next year the succeeding
Government submitted a measure making
provision not only to take the whole of the
revenue from sandalwood, hut the revenue
that had accumulated, and they got £32,000.
Last year 110 Bill was submitted. This rear
we have submitted the Bill to make provision
for the payment into revenue of £32,000, hut
we are benefiting only to the extent of
£19,000 since the other £13,000 wasz paid into
Consolidated Revenue last year. It is myv
intention to suhniit the various points that
have been raised hy members to the depart-

nient and 1. hope at a later stage to be able
to make an interesting statement to the
House.

Question put and passed.

Bill read at second time.

[to Comnmittee, elc.

Bill ]passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL-CONSTITUTION AOTS
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (lion1
WV. H. Kitson-Wiest) [8.3] in moving the
.second reading said: The preamble of this
Bill seems to me to explain dlearly the
constitutional reason for its introduction.
When it was decided by the last Govern-
ment to appoint a Lotteries Commission
for the control of lotteries throughout the
State, they considered that membership of
that particular Commission would not con-
stitute an office of profit uinder the Crown,
and they were of opinion that the neces-
sary provision bad been made in the legis-
lation to protect any member of Parlia-
ment who raight be appointed a member
of the Commission. The duration of the
Act was only one year, and it would natur-
ally expire on the 31st December next. It
was therefore necessary for the present
GF overnment to introduce legislation to con-
tinue the operation of the measure and
also, in the present Government's opinion,
to aniend it. It was not until notice of
the amending Bill had been given in an-
other place that the position of a nmember
of this Chamber, in the person of Mr.
Clydesdale, who had accepted a seat on
the Commission, was challenged. Ta order
to protect Mr. Clydesdale's interests it
was decided to include in that Bill a pro-
vision whereby the Government's action,
if there was any doubt about its legality,
ihasild he validated and, of couira the
boa. memherrs interests protected. Mr.
Clydesdale 's position having been chal-
lenged, it was thought that any step neces-
sary for the protection of his interests
oughit to be taken. As we are well aware,
another place agreed with that contention,
passed the measure, and sent it to this
Chamber. However, as you, Mr. Presi-
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dent, hare rutled that that measure cannot
be proceeded with here, it has been
thought advisable or necessary to bring
down a Bill amending, the Conistitution
Acts so as to remove any doubt there itsght
he as to Mr. Clydesdale's position. I sin-
cerely hope that inewbers of this Chamlber
will agree with the action wichel has been
taken, and that the appointment whith in
all good faith was offered by the previous
Government and accepted by' Mr. Clydes-
dale will be validated. We are hound to
do everything possible to protec 'Mr.
Clydesdale, or any other hon. irieniher find-
lug- himself in a similar position.

Hon. E. 1-I. Harris: Do you say.% that the
purpose of this Bill is limited i the pro-
tection of M_%r. Ciydesdale9

The HONORARY MII1TISTER.: I do not
say so.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Why do
you bring in his name at all!f

The HONORARY MINISTER: Because
the necessity for the Bill arises fromn Mr.
Clydesdale's appointment to the Lotteries
Commission.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Because he has been
challenged.

The HONORARY MINISTER: That lis
SO.

Hon. E. H. Harris: If the Bill is not
specially put up for Mr. Clydesdale, what'
arc the other points?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I have
said that M%-r. Clydesdale's position having
been challenged, it is necessary for the
Government to do whatever they can in
order to protect his interests.

Hon. E. H. Harris: But does not the
Bill do other things!

The HONORARY MINISTER: t shall
come to that aspect in a minute or two,
and then the hion. memiber many speak
with regard to it. The seat on the
Lotteries Commission having been offered
and accepted in all good faith, uinder
the belief that there was no liar to
a member of Parliament occupying the
position and that lie would not lbe subject
to any penalty for accepting it, wve must,
if we canl hy any means at our disposal,
remove any doubt that may possibly' exist
with regard to the situation. The present
Bill seeks to amend several sections; of the
Constitution Acts Amiendmnent A\ct, 1899,
and also Section 6 of the Constitution Act,
1889. Clause 2 of the Bill validates what
has been done up to date. In other words

it validates thie appointment of a mtember
of Parliament asi a member of the Lotteries
Commission until the 31st December of
this year. Although, of coarse, Mr. OlydeS-
dale's naime is not mentioned in the meas-
tire, he is the mnember of Parliament who
isill be so vitally affected if anythin
should prove to be wrong in regard to the
appoinitmnt lie has accepted. Clause .9
goes at little further.

lion. J. Cornell: It does not square with
the preamble.

The UONORARY INISTER: That
itay be the honi. inemtber's opinion. tie will
have an opportunity of' pointing out why
that is so. Clause 3 proposes that in future
the acceptance of a seat onl the Lotteries
Comm1ission shall not be deemed a violatiot
of the relevant sections of the (jonstitutioll
Act. So that the Bill has two purposes--
first, to validate what lmas already becun done
iji regard to thie constitution of the Lot-
teries. Conmmission nip to the 31st Decenmber
next, the date when the Conuinission would
automlatically go out of existence if ibs..
Act were m%'1% continued; and secondly, to
provide that if the Act is continued after
the 3ist December next, there shall. be no
bar to any mneiber of Parliament beings
appointed to a seat onl the Commission. i
do not know that I ain called upon to say
anly more on the subject at the present
inoment.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Are you 'lot going to
say anything to justify the acceptance by
a member of Parliament of an office of pro-
lit under the Crowul'

The HONKORARY MNISTER;: 1 do not
admnit that a seat onl the Lotteries Comimis-
Sion is anl office of profit Under the Crown.

lion. J. Cornell: You say it is by pi-o-
posing to indemnify -Mr. Clydesdale.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I say a
doubt has been raised. The Government

have never admitted thnat the office is an
office of prolit under the Crown, but in view
of the circumstances with which we arc
faced we desire to take ('very possible step)
to ensure that there shall be no doubt in
regard to that particular point.

liTon. J. Cornell: Is that as regards the
present occupant, or as regards future ocen-
pl"'s~ !

lion. E, 1L. Harris: You ai'e only at-
tempting to remove a doubt?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I have
said that oiln ore than one occasion. Such

1908
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is the position; and .1 feel that in view of
all the circumstances, in view of the fact
that the previous Government -were respon-
sible for the appointment, the present Gov-
ernment. not being in any way responsible
for the situation which has, arisen-

Hon. J. Cornell: It is all right up to
Clause 2.

The HONORARY "MINISTER: It is the
duty of the present Government to do what
they ean to remove any possibility of the
position being challengred. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HOW, SIR. EDWARD WITTENOOM
(North) (8.14] -: Whenl T first heard about
this matter I felt a great objection to iL.
Particularly did I object to the last Bill,
which you, MEr. President, in my opinion
so properly threw out. Since then I have
further considered the position. I do not
care twopene about Mfr. Clydesdale or any-
body else, but I have come to the conclusion
that there is no reason why members of
Parliament should not occupy positions of
prolit undler the Crown. If they should not.
we leave it openi for all sorts of other peoplo
to be appointed to those positions. Surely
to goodiless, members of Parliament are the
selec-t of the people. I-ow are they here
unless they are the select of the people
And if they areC not fit to Occupy positions
of profit, then who are, and what sort of
people are to be appointed to those posi-
tions4 I say that members of Parliament
who have been elected by the people should
he considered the )test for these appoint-
ments. If they are niot fitted to hold an office
of profit under the Crown, such anl office
would be left. open to all sorts of appoint:-
wentsAnYbody might be -appointed,
even-

1lon. C. 13. WVilliaws: A man frntn Trade.;
I-fl.

I-Inn. Sir- EDWVARD WVITTENOOM1:
There ore many good men at the Trades,
Hall, butt there are other p~eople altogether
who might be appointed. I will support
the Bill, not because of Mfr. Clvdesdale whom
I scarcely know, anid to whomn T have niot
spoken half a dozen words in my life, but
because I agree with its principle. I re-
peat that if a member of Parliament is not
fit to occupy anr office of profit under the

Crown after hie has been selected by the
people, the position will be open to the
appointment (if all sorts of people.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East.)
[8.17] : All are aware that a member of this
House has been placed in an unfortunate
position because the Government of the day
requlestedl him to accept a seat on the torn-
mission, which he in all good faith did, be-
lieving that it was not an office of profit
under the Crown. I still maintain that the
posit ion is not an offie of profit under the
Crown.

lion. K. H. Harris: Then the Bill is niot
wvanted.

Hon. A. THOMSON: No, but the hon.
member believes it is. The Government are
to be commiended for having taken this step
to see that an injustice is not done to that
getitlenian who accepted thle position at the
invitation of the previous Government. I
have always endeavour-ed to maintain the
dignity of Parliament, but I deplore the
fact that frequently members of Parliament
have been the cause of a certaia amount of
discredit falling upon themselves. If the
Lotteries Comnmission were a State concern
it would he in the hands of the Government
to dto as they liked with. Only to-night MNr.
Miles complained of the Government's
action in taking molney from the forestry
funds. Onl previous Occasions I have coin-
pleined of the Government doing the same
with the revenue of the }Fremantle Harbour
Trust. After the recent elections it was
considered that two metropolitan members
of Parliament who lost their seats had lost
them in consequence of the creation of the
Lotteries Commission. It was said that sev-
eral newspapers had worked very hard
against them, because those newspapers had
';uffered a serious loss as the result of the
creation of the commission, those papers
having previously been engaged in running
lucrative gambling machines in the fonm of
crossword puzzles. One of those two mem-
hers of Parliment who occupied seats on
the Lotteries Commission lost his parlia-
mentary seat at the elections, and today he
is considered a perfectly trustworthy and
honourable gentleman, fully entitled to
occupy a position of trust on the commis-
sion. But another member of Parliament who
did not lose his seat at the elections, ik not
considered worthy of being trusted.

1909



1910 [COUNCIL.]

Hon. J. Nicholson: It does not mean that convince oneself that the position was
at all.

Hon. A. THOMSON: in effect it does; it
means that a member of Parliament cannot
be trusted to occupy a seat on the comn-
mission.

Hon. J. Cornell: All British constitutions
say the same.

Hon. A. THOMSON: That may be so,
but I consider it an insult to members; of
Parliament to say they are not wvorthy of
occupying such positions. I ag-ree with Sir
Edward Wittenoorn. I am not going to say
whether 'ye should have direct offices of
proft under the Crown.

Hon. E. H. Harris: What is the difference
between a direct one and an indirect one?

Hon. A. THOMSON: Many men would

be liable to be expelled from Parliament if

a strict interpretation of the Constitution
were placed onl the positions they occupy.
However, I am not dealing with that just

now, but am dealing with the Bill. I say a

seat on thle commission is not anl office of
profit under the Crowvn, because the Crown

does not handle the money collected by the

commission nor does it receive any of it.

I will support the second reading, regarding
the Bill as an earnest endeavour to do a

measure of justice.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [8.25]1: The

Bill is very imnporta nt, b~ecause in ninnyl re-
spects it goes much farther than a lotteries

control Bill in inidemnifying, a member .of
Parliamenit taking a seat on thle commission.

The Bill is tantamlount to an admission that

to take a seat on the Lotteries Commission
is to take all office of profit under the

Crown according to our Constitution. That
is the meaning of the Hill. The purpose of

the Hill is to absolve any member of Par-
ijaluneut who has filled or way fill a seat on
the commission. Therefore the Bill is one
of far-reaching effect in amending the Con-

stitution. it canl be divided into two dis-

tinct parts, the first being to rectify anl in-

justice lbrought about by a misconception.
A member of Parliament accepted a seat oil
the commission at the invitation of the pre-
vious Government, understanding that lie
would not thus jeopardise his position as a
member of this House. As I said onl the
second reading of the Bill which has since

been ruled out, there arc but two points
worthy of consideration, the fi-st being- to

accepted in the host of faith and that its coni-
sequences were not foreseen either by the ap-
p)ointinig authority or by the appointee. That
is One point. The other point T stressed
was% that this set of circumstances had arisen
through a misconception oil the part of the
pci-soils making thme appointment and the ap-
pointee. It now appears; that some person
has commenced a Supreme Cou rt action to
test the validity of the appointment. Are
'ye justified in legislating to remove a doubt
that the Supreme Court has been asked to
rcesolve9 Thlose are the only two points to
be considered at present. Very~ little pecu-
niary loss will be incurred by the person who
has takeni action in the Supreme Court it
we pass this legislation to protect the meni-
bor who is at present involved. At present,
L an, disposed to give my aid to rectify the
mistake that has unwittingly been made. The
prennible of the Bill states that doubts have
arisen as to members of the Parliament
of Western Australia having committed
b)reaches of the provisions of the Constitu-
tion Act. Clause 2 of the Bill proceeds to
implement the preamble and indemnify thea
meniber onl account of his holding anl office
of profit under the Crown,. However, I fail
to see the connection between the preamble
and( Clause 3 of the Hill.

The Honorary Minister: Do you contend
that is necessary?~

Hion. J. CORNELL: I ajit not a lawyer,
[jut I think about 85 per eent. of the Bill
could be cut out. It could be expressed in
this way, that notwithstanding, anything conl-
tained in the Constitution, so and so shall
lie indemnified for accepting a position oil
the Conmnission. Clause 2 is anl honjest
attempt to rectify a mistake. Clause 3 of
the Bill, however, provides that irrespective
of whlo may be a member of Parliament he
shaill not bie considered as holding an office
of profit under the Crown if lie accepts an
appointmient to the Lotteries Commission.

Hon. F. H. Harris: Then the Bill :a not
limited to Mr. Clydesdale?

R~on. J1. CORNELL: If the member in
question to-day accepted office again onl the
Lotteries Commission, then onl the let Janu-
ary, 1934, he would be in exactly the same
position as he is now; except that in that
case lie would have accepted the position
wvith his eyes open.

Hon. J. M. 'Macfan-lane: So would we.
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lion. 3. CORNELL: I amt sure rio memn-
her thinks that Mr. Clydeadale accepted the
position with his eyes open.

Hon. J. IfL Macfarlane: He will, if we
pass the Bill.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Acecording to my
reading of tire Bill, if it is passed to-night,
and the third reading is passed to-mnorrow,
and the Act put into operation on -Monday
next, Clause 2 would still only indemnify the
moan occupying the position.

1{011. J. J1. Holmes: Is it not necessary to
obtain the Royal assent?

Hon. J. CORNELL: I do not think so.
Hon. E. H. Harris: The Bill is so trained

that it will not need the Royal assent.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Let us do the job
properly. Let us face the position fairly
and squarely and riot side-track it, so that
injustice may not be done to an innocent
muon, because there is a, chance of the Bill
passing the second reading. When it reaches
the Committee stage, however, only a simple
majority Will be required to ensure the re-
tention of a clause in the Bill. On the third
reading, an absolute majority of 16 mem-
hers of thre House Will be necessary to pass
the Bill. I was hopeful that the Government,
inl their efforts to see that justice was done,
would have divided the two principles con-
cerned and broug~ht down two Bills. What
wvill be the result if Clause 3 is passed AWe
AlhaU say that, rnotwithstandirng arnythinrg
contained in the Constitution Act, thme ap-
poittent of a irmember of Parliamenrt to the
Lotteries Commaission shall riot be deemed
cmi office of profit uider the Crown. Yet
we have this an~omalous. situation, that it
is netcessary for a ineniber of this Chbamber,
who accepts a Ministerial portfolio, to sub-
mit himself for re-election.

Hon. E. IR. H-arnis: Does he not accept
aft office of profit?

Hon. J. CORNELL: No. I submit with
all humility that we shall be subjecting our-
selves to proper and honest criticism if we
amend the Constitution so as to permit
members of Parliament to act on thre Lot-
teries Commission. We shall say that an
appointment on the Lotteries Commission
shall not be deemed an office of profit under
the Crown and therefore that a member of
Parliament may accept it with impunity.
it will he said that the Parliament of West-
Lrri Australia, While it is prepared to deal

with a sinall anomialy, is prepared to let
tire largear airoinalius5 go by thle board. I am
qite prepared to indemnify Mr, Clydesdale.
Ithink lie is entitled to indemnification, but
I cannot agree to Clause 3 of the Bll. If
it is riot too late now-

Thle Chief Secretary: It can stand a lot
of armendmnt.

Hon. 3. CORNELL: I hope the Chief
Secretary will yet be able to find a way out

sotih-at tire indemnification qLIestioll call be
dealt with iii a comprehensive manner. I
hope between now and the final stage of the
Bill hie will be in a position to announce to
the House that his colleagues are prepared
this session to give Parliament an oppor-
tunity or saying that not only are mienbers
capab~le of serving onl the Lotteries Commis-
stion, but of serving iii some other position
that is equally an office of profit under the
Crown, but may not carry one-tenth of the
emnolument that is carried by the position of
a lotteries commissioner.

Hon. J,. J. Holmes: How does that fit in
with the policy of one aman one joh9t

Honr. C. B. Williams: I do not know what
that has to (to with the position?7

Hon. J. CORNELL: I was once a soldier
in the ranks of thre Jparty to which thle Chief
Secretary arid Iris colleagues belong, That
par-ty, in) its Policy Of one mair one job, was
as fiu1 or iiieorrsistencics as possible. If a
man was a law er hie eould practice to Iris
learlt's roitoirt and carrv oirt Iris pan ia-
rmcrtarv duities. Ut lie was a farmer he could
fill-n to his IL t's con tenit a rid Ilose Iris
111011r23. If he Wats at trades Union secretary
arnl beearric a rmermber of Parliament, he
would have to relinquish the office and make
roomn for soneorre else. The world is full
or incornsistencies; if there were none there
would be very few counsistencies. I support
Clause 2 of the Bill, althoughl it is too full

of verbiage, but 1 Want it to he distinctly
understood that there is nothuing in Clause 3
that is ill common with Clause 2. The major
issue is indemnification for the man who has
unwittingly got into this position. Thle risk
we roay run is that we may give place to the
minor issue and lose the major one, and that
we sli all not accomplish what we set out to
do. I support the second reading, and nray
yet speak onl the third reading.

On nmotiorn by the Chief Secretary, debate
adjourned.
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BILLr-AUG'USTA ALLOTMENTS.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew-Central) [8.501 in moving the second
reading said: The purpose of this Bill is
to reveaL in the Crown, certain allotments
of land at Augusta. During the years 1831
to 1834, a niumber of lots were selected in
the townsite of Aug-usta, nder the regula-
tions then obtaining, which provided that
selectors, on the fulfilmient of certain condi-
itions, could obtain the Crown Grant without
the payment of any purchase money. Some
of these early settlers obtained their Crown
grants in due course, but a number of them
never claimed the grant; thle land however
is still registered in their names in the books
of the Lands Department.

Owing to its isolated position and the ex-
penses occasioned in protecting the settlers
from the natives, it was finally decided to
abandon Augusta, and, with this cad in view,
the Government of the dlay, offered land at
Bussetton to the settlers concerned, in lieu
of wha.t had been assigned to them at Aug-
usta. There is no evidence to prove that the
settlers accepted the offer, but there is good
reason to believe that they abandoned the
Augusta selections. None of the original
settlers is now living, but every now and
then a descendant endeavours to establish a
claim to one or more of thle lots. In only
one instance was such a claim successful.

The question of clearing up the records of
the Lands Department of these holdings has
been brought up on a number of occasions
during the last 40 years, but action to final-
ise the matter has never been completed.

T he Crown Law Department has ad-
vised the Department that the only way
out of the dilliculty is to pass3 an Act of
Parliament, vesting the land in the Crown,
subject to a provision that any per-on who
may establish a claim, and is desirous of
ob~tainling a1 graint in, fee simiple may' make
application to the Minister for thle fee
simple, and] provided the applicant is able
to satisfy the Minister that he is entitled
to make such application, the Governor
mnay, on the recommendation of the Min-
ister, and without monetary consideration
grant to the applicant the fee simple of
the land.

Hon. J. 3. Holmes: What happens if the
Crown sells the land before it is applied
fort

The CHIEF SECRETARY: An interva
of time must elapse before any ac-tion i:
taken. Thle Bill also provides that whern
ny allotment "'as unoccupied at the corn
Meneenient of the Act, or where any per
eon entitled to make application fail1s t(

do so within the specified time, or when
any clainm is not established to the satis
faction of tile Minister, thle Governor ma3
deal with thle allotments as uinalienater
Crown land under the provisions of thn
Land Act.

The Bill makes provision in respect ol
aI per1sonl Who, for a period of not less thar.
5 yeatrs before the commencement of thf
Akct. was Ocoup 'Wing .1ti'r allotment con.
cerned, as if lie were thle owner of itwhereby such occupant shall nwithin three
mionths after the comnmencenlent or this
Act or within such further time as the
Minister may permit, miake application in
the form prescribed, and shall publish a
copy of such application in the Govern.
mnent Gazette and in a newspaper circulat-
lug& in the district. The Bill also provides
that if such ain application be made and
the Minister is satisfied that the applicant
is entitled to the land, the Governor may
after the expiration of six months: froma
the date of' the Last publication, grant the
fee simple without consideration.

1V further provision onl the same lines
is made in respect of' persons, who, al-
though they may consider themnselves to
be entitled, may not he in occupation of
suich lands. In the event of any such claims
,iot being established, the land shall revert
to the Crown and may be dealt with as
Crown lands. Provision is also made
whereby any person, who contrary to the
Act remains in occupation of suelh land,
after being requested, in writing-, to vacate,
shall be guilty of an offence and may be
prosecuted accordingly. In view of past
experience, it is not anticipated that any
claim can bie successfully sustained, but it
is essential that the matter should be
cleared up anid the Bill p~rovides the neces-
sary in achinery to enable this to be done.
I move-

Thit tile Bill be now read a second fium.

On motion hy ticfif W. J. \i ann, die-
bate adjourned.
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RESOLUTION-STATE FORESTS.

To Revoke Dedication.

Mfessage from the Assembhly requaesting
!oncurrenee inl thle following- resolution flow
:oniwitered-

That the proposal for tile partial revocation
)f State Forests Nos. 4, 14 15, 22, 23, 24, 27,

9,30, a3, 37, 38, .39, and 42i, laid OIL the_
rable of the Legislative Council by the Coin-
wand of His Excellency the Lientenant-Gover-
%Or on the 9th. November, 1033, he carried out.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Ron. J. M2.
)rcw-Central) [8M]8: I mov-

That the resolution be agreed to.
Inder section 21. of the Forests Act,
.918, a dedication of Crown Lands as
iState forest may only be revoked

a1 whole or inl part inl thle following
Lianner :-(a) The Governor shall cause
o be laid- onl the Table of each Rouse of
Jorliamenit a proposal for such revocation.
b) After such proposal has been laid be-
ore Parliament, the Governor, on a resoln-
ion being passed by both Houses that such
iroisosal he carried out, shall, by Order in
lounei1, revoke such dedication. (e) On
mny such revocation the land shall hecome
Jrown land within tine meaning of the Land
\ct, 1898.

In this instance, it is proposed to excise
~5 areas containing a total area of about
!.045 acres. This is in continuance of the
molicy of excising from State Forests any
'reas of agricultural land which aire unsuit-
Mbe for, or no longer required for forestry
iurposes. The papers I laid upon the Table
*S the House contain full infonnation re-
nting to the individual areas and Localities.

For the information of members, I may
tate that before any such revocation is r--
ornmended the Conservator of Forests
takes full investigations, and if he is satis-
.ed that the land is no longer required for
ovestry purposes and is suitable for agri-
nitural purposes, be then recommends, that
Sbe excised from the forest concerned.

)nce it is excised, it automatically becomes
:rown lands and, as such, is available for
election, subject to the provisions of the
,aad Act.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West)
9.0] : I hope the motion will be a 'greed to.
tis inl ,-ouforirtv with tile dip-ire- of, thle

'eupie inl thle South-West. where thle whole
F tine land conc-erned is sitinaleri, lorvuve'r.

it is in conformity with the sentiments I ex-
lpressed earlier in thle sitting, when discussi-
ing the Forests, Act Amendment Bill. The
whole of the areas enumerated in the motion
have been desired by people for setlement
purposes, and I trust the House will agree
to the motion.

RON. E. ROSE (South-West) [9.1:
The reclassfication of the forest areas should
be undertaken. Much of thimjarah country
contains many acres useless for timber but
ideal for agriculture. These pockets of
from five to tell acres should be eliminated
front the forest reserves and, in fact, it
would have been much better for thle State
had thle land been reclassified long ago. Set-
tierst at Greenbushes, Collie and elsewhere
have beeni agitating for that course over a
period of years, and I am p~leased that thle
Minister has taken the matter in hand.

Question put and passed.

BILL--LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.

Second Rearding.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Ron. 3. AL
I rew-Central [9.4] inl moving the second
rending said: This measure is the annual
one that is introduced each session to ensure
the continuance of thle Land Tax and In-
come Tax Act. It is identical with that in-
troduced last year and it ig not proposed to
make any alteration whatever to the existing
legislation, so that the land tax and income
tax will be the same as lnst year. Oingil to
the continuance of low prices for primary
products, it has been considered advisable to
cointinue the exemptions previously granted,
with tihe result that those engaged inl ngn-
-ltural, horticultural and patstoral or graz-

ing pursuits -will be exempt from land tax.
It is recognised that those exemptions rep-
resent the sacrifice of a large amount of
revenue, but, under existing circumstances,
it is also realised that the people engaged
in such pursuits are suffering severely from
thme depression and, in miany eases, would be
unable to pay land tax. There has been a
consistent fall in the revenue bothi from hind
tax anid income tax since 1929. For the fin-
ancial year ' 1929-30 the revenue derived
fromt land tax amounted to £219,000. but ill
1932-33 it had fallen to £130,000. It is
estimated that Ave shall collect £135,000 this
year, or £5,000 more than last year, ht even
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this figure shows a reduction of £74,000 in
comparison with 1929-30. The receipts from
income tax amounted to £340,000 in 1929-30
whilst for the last financial year, 1032-33,
the collections totalled £E169,000 only, or less
than 50 per cent. of the amount received in
1929-30.

Hon. G. W. 'Miles: Were all the assess-
meats sent out in time?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, but it
was not the fauilt of the Government if they
were not. It is estimated that the receipts
for this vear will amount to only £-160,000.
Such a serious fall in the receipts from these
avenues of taxation have proved v-cry em-
barrassing to the Treasurer-as it wvas to his
predecessor-and he has naturally found it
very difficult to carry onl. As the purpose
of the ineasure is simply to ensure the con-
tinuance of the present Act without altera-
tion, I do not think that there is any neces-
sity for me to detain members with an ex-
planation of its clauses. I mnove--

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (MNetropolitan)
[9.9] : I have a word of praise and con-
gratulation for the Government for bring-
ing forward a measure that does not seek
to add anything to the land tax and Income
tax imposed upon the people.

Hon. 0. W., Miles: The Government gavc
that undertaking, and they arc mnerely carry-
ig out their word.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: 1 am71 alway-s
pleased whsen the Government of the dlay,
after giving Parliament their assurance that
something will be done, promptly follow up
their promise by introducing legislation in
conformity with their declaration. For that
reason, the people generally will appreciate
the action of the Government.

Hon. G. W. Mfiles: This wrill be used
against you some day.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON:. That miay be -So.
If anyone should desire to use it against me,
he is welcome to do so. Earlier in the day
I saw fit to criticise the Government and
now, when a word of praise is due, I am
glad to extend it.

Hon. 0. IV. Miles: What are you looking-
for?

The PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Despite the diffi-

euilties of these times, when Governments
throughout the world are experiencing

trouble regarding finance, 1 hope it will 6
possible for the Minister to introduce a Bil
next year which, if it will not decrease taxa
tion, will certainly not increase it. in th
ineantime, I trust that the Governmzeat wil
be able to practise wise economies in ever7
direction possible,

On mnotion hy Hon. H. Seddon, debat,
adjourned.

Rouse adjourned at 9.12 p,-m.
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QUESTION-HOUSING TRUST.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH asked the Premier
I. '"a Senator Collett correct in statini
ill the Senate, during the debate on the Fin
ancial Relief Bill (,aide Federal "Hansard'
No. 23, p. 3862, October 25, 1933), that "ii
Western Australia there is what is knowi
as a housing trust. Its fuaction is to eree
houses at an average cost of ahout £270, amo
let them to deserving people either on a fre
life tenncy or on the rent purchase syster
Ft the rate of 5is. weekly"? 2, If the state
mneat is correct, will the rremier indleati
how one of these houses can he secured?

The PREMfIER replied: 1, Yes. HousiaN
Trust Act, passed 1930. 2, These houses ani
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