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thing had to be done, and the amount of
money set aside at the preseni time for re-
pairs to rolling stock is not nearly adegunate,
Additional money will have to be made
available for that purpose. The member for
Northam (Mr. Hawke) asked whether any
attempt had been made to classify the men
out of employment. That matter is receiv-
ing attention. With the impetus that has
been given to the building trade—although,
according to members opposite, that does
not matfer——

Mr. SBampson: The members opposite are
doing all they can to help in that way.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
That is se, especially with their eriticism.

Mr. Patriek: We want a permanent solu-
tion, not a temporary expedient.

The MINISTER I'OR EMPLOYMENT:
It has been found that with the impetus
given to the building trade, we cannot al-
ways get tradesmen wlen we require them.

My, Sampson:
tices needed!

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
No. Let me tell my friend opposite of an-
other method. There are many tradesmen
in the State who at present are employed
upon work other than their irade. The
guestion therefore arises of orgamising the
workers of the State so as to have trades-
men available for work at their own trade
when required. I am therefore baving a list
made of the callings of the various men
who are on relief work at the present time.
In addition, whilst making those investiga-
tions, I shall he able to place farm labourers
when they are required. As we take the
tradesmen away from relief work and place
thew in their different callings in private
industry, I am hoping that the 3,700 who
are still unemployed will receive an oppor-
tunity of securing work without increasing
loan expenditure to any great extent. That
will help to solve the problem with which we
are faced. I desire to thank members for
the generous manner in which they have
received the Estimates. No doubt there are
wany shortecomings in the department, Tt
is a rather difficult combination: there is the
Employment Department, the Child Welfare
Department, and the two departments which
deal with what one inay term the poorer
activities of the State. I know much ig left
to bhe desired, but of course we have our

Hear, hear! More appren-
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financial limitations. I trust the Vote will

be agreed to.
Vote put and passed.

Votes—Unemployment Relief £361857;
State Labouwr Burean £06,690; Council of
Industrial Development E921—agreed to.

I'rogress reported.

House adjourned at 1.28 am. (Wednesday.)

Tegisiative Council,

Wednesday, I5th November, 1933,
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BILL—LAND,
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J. Cornell in the Chair; the Honorary
Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clause 41—Restriciion of rights of re-
sumption without eompensation:

Hon. J. NICHOLSON:
amendmenft—

That in line 2,

grant’?  there he
lease. '’

I move an

the words **Crown
the words *‘or

after
inserted

My object 15 to extend the operation of
the elause to C.P. or other leases, in ad-
dition to Crown grants.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I cannot
agree to the amendment. C.P. leases were
deliberately excluded from this legislation.
Tt is necessary to retain power over them.
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Settiement wusually precedes a raiiway.
Very often land has to be resumed for
railway purposes, and in order to give
additional voad access to various proper-
ties which have been already scttled. If
the amendment ig carried the Government
will not be able to resume land for these
purposes without having to pay for it.
Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The rescrvations
that are contained in a C.P. leas¢ are very
closely related to the reservations that are
contained in a Crown grant. In the
schedule of the Bill the form of C.P. leass
is set out. Members are well aware of the
right of the Crown to resume, without com-
pensation, any portion of land held under
lease up to one-twentieth of the avea
of the holding, but if there are any
buildings or other improvements. com-
pensation is allowed in respecf of them.
If the Minister again confers with the
departmental authorities, he will find that
the provisions included in the C.P°. leases
are in effect idenfical with those that are
carried forward into the Crown grant
when it is issued. Therefore it is clearly
proper that the clavse shall apply equally
to C.P. leases as to Crown granis. The
clause in the Bill is nquite eclear re-
garding the vestriction of the right to
resume without compensation. It means
the importation of the betterment prin-
ciple.  Proposed publie works, for which
land may be resumed may tend to
inerease  the value of  the remainder
of the holding affected as well as
of contiguous areas, and that inereased
value is to be considered in nssessing the
compensation to be paid to the granteec.
Under existing conditions, whether in re-
spect of Crown gramnis or C.P. leases, it is
compulsory for the Government, in the
event of resumption being resorted to, to
pay compensation for improvements. Let
us assume that the value of the buildings
on the land resumed represenis £250, that
the holding consists of 2,000 acres, and
that, by reasen of the work to be carried
out by the Government, the value of the
Jand is increased to the extent of 5s. or
10s. per acre. If we agree to the clause
as it stands, we will deprive the grantee
of the right he has at present to receive
payment in eash representing the value of
the aectual improvements. If we take it
that the land is worth £1 an acre, one-
fourth of that hetterment would mean that
the value of the land was improved to the
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extent of 5s. per aecre which, on
1,000 acres, would represent £2530, and
the betierment by reason of the publie

works constructed, ecaleulated on 2,000
acres, would represent £5300. The gran-
tee might not get a penny piece for
his buildings and improvements. The Gov-

ernment would say, “You are bound by
Seetion 141 which says that ‘“We are to de-
duct from the compensation payable to you
the amount of the betterment’.” There are
many men at present heavily involved, nar-
ticularly those on the land, and if theirs is
the misfortune to have a portion of their
land resumed, say with farm buildings for
which they would get no eompensation, th2
position wounld he that they would probably
have to vacate the farm. To pass the clanse
would he most detrimental to the farmers.

The CHAIRMAN: 1t I may be permitted
to interpose, I think the hon, member's
amendment is incomplete. It says, “or
lease.” Crown grant, as well as conditional
purchase and pastoral lease, is interpreted
in Clause 3 hut “lease” is not interpreted.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T think there i3
a definition of “lease” in the body of the
Act.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
eould say in his amendment “or conditional
purchase lease.”

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : Very well, we can
make it conditional purchase lease.  The
elause could end at the word “grant” in the
sixth line, and the latier part of the clause
could he climinated, and so the objectionable
feature about the compensation would Le
removed. As the matter stands, unless there
is a safeguarding provision for the lessee
or graniee to get compensation for build-
ings and iwprovements, to which he is en-
titled at the present time, the Commiltee
would be doing a grave injury to many -nen
in the eountry. My purpose is simply to
preserve to the grantec or lessee the right
to get the actual amount of compensation
for buildings, ete., without having anything
deducted because of the betterment prin-
ciple.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Much of
what the hon. member has said depends
upon whether the other amendment staud-
ing in his name on the Notice Paper is agreed
to. At present Crown grants and condi-
tional purchase leases are in the same posi-
tion; the Government have the right to re-
sume up to one-twenticth for various pur-
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poses. If on the land resumed theve are
buildings or improvements, the Government
must pay compensation. The Government
are of the opinion that it is not fair that
they shouid retain that right for all Eime,
and therefore they say to the holders of
Crown grants, “We will give you a conees-
sion and waive the right to resume that land
free of charge, and that you put a limit of
five vears on our right to resume” We say
that if we desire to resume any land after a
period of five vears has elapsed, we
must pay eompensation, hut if there should
be some huilding on the property, or if it
should happen that the land is improved,
then we must set off that increase in value
against the compensation. IE the hon. mem-
ber desires that the holders of C.P. leases
shall still retain the right they possess to-
day, then by amending the clause as he Je-
sires, without reference to his first amend-
ment, he will be doing those people n disser-
viece. It is often necessary to resmme land
for railways, roads and bridges, and conse-
quently if we agree to the amendment, we
shall be placing the various departments at
a grave disadvantage hy compelling them
to pay for land for public purposes which
to-day we would not have to pay ror at all.
So I cannot agree o the amendment.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Will vou accept the
other amendment?

The HONORARY MINISTER: No, I am
opposing the other also. I suggest that we
leave the matier as it is now. If Mr. Nichol-
son had his way, the Government would
have to eonsider whether they could agree
to earry on.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : 1 confend that in
place of giving concessions fo the holders
of Crown grants, the Government are plae-
ing the grantec in & position that is less
favourable than that of the C.P. holder.
The conditional purchase holder, if entirely
omitted from this eclause, will during the
whole currency of his lease he entitled, in the
event of the resumption of any portion of
his land, to claim compensation for buildings
and other improvements; and that without
any deduction in respect of betterment
brought about by the proposed public work.
If the clause passes as it stands, compensa-
tion will be payable to the grantee after
five years; hut the compensation will be so
mythical in character that it might amount
to nothing, for the reasons I have stated
previonsly. The hetterment would be set off
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against the claim for eompensation. LI the
amendment is not earried, the clause should
be rejected.

Amendment pul, and a division taken with
the following results:—

Ayes 12
Noes 13
Majority against .. 1
AYES.
Hon. L. B. Beiton tHon, H. V. Piesse
Hon. E. H. H, Halt Hoo. A, Thomson
Hon, E. H, Harris Hon. ¢, H. Wittenoom
Hono. J. M. Macfarlane Hon. H. J. Yelland
Hon, W. J. Mann Hon, C. F. Baxter
Hen. R. G. Moore (Teller.)
Hon, J, Nicholson
Nozs,
Hon, J. M. Drew Hoa. Sir . Nothan
Hon. J. T. Franklin Hon. E. Rose

Hon. G. Fraser
Hon, E. H, Gray
Hon. W. H, Kitson
Hon. G, W, Miles
Hon. T. Moarte

Hon, H. Seddon

Hoa. €. B. Williams

Hon, Bir E. Wittenoom

Hon, J. J, Holmes
(Telier.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. J. NICEOLSON: I move an amend-
ment—

That. a subelause he added, as follows:—
“¢This section shall not affect the provisions
of any Crown grant whereby a resumpiion
ghall not be made without compensation for
any part of the land granted or demised upon
which buildings are erected or other improve-
ments have been made; and such compensation
shall be assessed at the value of sueh build-
ings or other improvements, without regard to
any incrcase in the value of the remaining
land of the grantee, and shall be payable with-
out any deduction by a set-off against the
value of such bu:ldmgs or other :mpruvements
or any increase in the value of such remaining
land of the grantee,’’

I have already explained the position. The
Committee having decided to omit the eon-
ditional purchase holder, we are now dealing
with the grantee, whose rights will differ
from those of a conditional purchase holder,

Hon. A, Thomson: In effect there will be
no compensation to the grantee.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : That is so. It will
be a serious matter for every farmer in
Western Australia.

Hon. G. W. Miles: To have his property
improved!

Hon. J, NICHOLSON: If the clause is
carried without this amendment, grantees
may be deprived of compensation for build-
ings, ete., in the case of resumption,

Hon, Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: My
experience of land resumption is that in the
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case of buildings the Government resume
evervthiug up to one's door: that is, if one
has good buildings.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: The clause as it
stands is likely to inflict hardship. The foct
of an owner being told that there is better-
ment of his property does not give him
money to meet the cost of shifting buildings
or other improvements If the resumption
inelndes land on which buildings have been
erecied, the owner is entitled, irrespective of
betterment, to be reimbursed the cost of re-
moving the buildings, if they ecan be removed,
A wan on the other side of him might have
the zame improvements and he put to no
inconvenienee whatever.

. Hon. A, THOMSON: I congratulate Mr.
Nicholson on having brought down this
amendment. Mr. Miles by interjeetion said
thar resumption wou'd improve a man’s
property. But that is not much consolation
to a man whose buildings are taken from
him by the Government in order that a
roadway, or some other public utility, might
be constructed.

Hon. SIR EDWARD WITTENOQOM: 1
omitted just now to refer to the example of
the Midland railway. Did they pay for
any homesteads? No fear. As a rule, when
the Government resume a station or holding,
they resume anything but the buildings.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I repeat
that 1 cannot accept the amendment. Only
infrequently arve any buildings resnmed. It
is only in the event of the remainder of the
land being actually improved in value that
there is to he a set-off at all. Tn many cases
there would not he any set-ofl.  The Bill
wis considered by a select committee of an-
other place, who went ioto it very
thoroughly and, I believe, gave careful at-
tention to the elause now under diseuwssion.
No objection was raised to it until the Bill
reached its present stage. The Government
believe that by the clause they are giving a
valuable concession to grantees, and do not
feel called upon to go any farther. On a
property carrying valuable buildings, who-
ever might be responsible for the assessmen
of values would give the grantee a fair deal
at the very least.

Hon. J. Nicholson: They would not give
hir one penny piece.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is
very unfair for the hon, member to say such
a fhing. Suppose the homestead involved
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was worth £2,000; would the bhon., member
say that no compensation would be paid?
It would be impossible for any fair-minded
man to argue that the improvement in value
of the land would offset the value of such a
homestead.

Hon. Sir Charles Nathan:
position at present?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Land
may be resumed to the extent of one-
twentieth of the holding without compensa-
tion at all, unless there is on the fund build-
ings or gardens or water supplies, in which
case the Government must pay compensa-
tion for those improvements,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: But the improveients
inelude cultivation. I myself have had a
successful action in that respect.

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1t is all
contained in Section 45 of the Act; it is on
the grounds therein contained that the Gov-
erument can pay compensation. In point of
Crown grants, after a period of five years
has elapsed, if we resume we wust pay;
but because we are paying for the land re-
gumed, it is only right that we should take
into constderation the inercased value of the
remainder of the land. Mr. Nicholson, in
stuting his ease, has gone to the extreme in
every particular. The clause, as printed,
is exceedingly fair.

Hon. H, V. PIESSE: lu the case of
land taken up and held for over 1Y years,
am 1 to understand that if it is under C.P.
conditions it does not come within the 5-year
provison?

Hon. J. Nicholson: No.

Hon, H. J. Yelland: No, it is only for
five years after the issue of the C.P. grant.

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I have bheen con-
cerned in one or two cases of land resump-
tion. When land was resumed for a water
reserve at Katanning, one-twentieth of an
area of property which was owned by me
was resumed. In that ease I did not receive
any compensation for the improvements on
the resumed porfion.

Hon. C. ¥. Baxter: You should have,

Hon, H. V. PIESSE: I was told by the
resumption hoard that T eould fizht the ease,
but that happened in 1915, and T was then
about to proceed to the war, 1 thereforg
aceepted the small sunount of compensation
that was awarded fo me. It proved to be

What is the
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Just sufficient o pay off the mortgagee.
One-iwentieth of the avea of another pro-
perty of wmine at Kejonup, which was
divided into eight or len sheep paddecks,
wag resumed, and T received no compensa-
tion for the portion resumed. Subsequently
I was threatened by the Railway Depart-
ment with legal proceedings beeause 20 or
30 of my sheep happened to be run over
by a train, T think it is iniquitous that x
man should not receive compensation for
the resumption of portion of land which
he has taken up and improved, simply be-
canse it happens to be heid under condi-
tional purchase lease,

The HONORARY MINISTER: But un-
der this Bill you would reeeive compensa-
tion. Tf land is resnmed upon which im-
provements have been effected or bunildings
erected, the farmer is enlitled to compensa-
tion for such improvements or buildings.
Tt no improvements have been effecied upon
the portion resumed, then the farmer is nof
entitled to compensation,

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: It 15 unjnst, be-
cause a railway happens to go through a
person’s prepervly, that he should he penal-
ised hy having the remainder of his land in-
ereased in value and that increase taken into
ageount when assessing compensation For the
Jand resumed, while his neighbour, whose
land s also increased itn value, goes scol
Lree.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the Following result:—

Ayes .. . 12
Nocs .. . 11
Majority for 1
AYES,
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. J. Nicholson
Hen, L. B, Bolton Hon. H. V. Piesse
Hon, E. H, Harrls Houn. A. Thomsen
Hon. J. M. Maefarlane Hon. 0. H. Wittenoom
Hon. W. J. Maon Hon. H. J. Yelland
Hon. R. G, Moore Hon. E. H. H. Hall
(Teller.)
NoEes
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. Sir C. Nathan
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. F&. Ross
‘Hon. J. 1. Holmes Hon. C. B. Williams
Hon, W. H, Kitson Hon, Sir E. Wittenoom
Hon. G. W. Miles Hon. H. Seddon
Hon, T, Moore (Pelier.)

Amendment thus passed; the clanse, as

amended, agreed to.
Progress reported.

[COUNCIL.]

BILL—FORESTS ACT AMENDMENT.
Sceond Reading.
Debate resumed from the Sth November.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [5.58]:
One naturally desires to review the pro-
usress of veforestation in this State, par-
ticularly during the depression period. It
is interesting to note from the Forests De-
partinent’s report that the total revenue re-
ceived from fovest operations last year was
about (05,800, While this is an improve-
ment on the figures of the preceding year,
it is a serious decline Irom what was re-
ceived during previous years, The amonnt
made available for veforestation from fores-
try revenue was £20,000, but the work has
been extended and plans made to borrow
nearly £134,000 from Loan funds, largely
tor the purpose of proceeding with refores-
tation and also providing unemplovment re-
lief. One cannot help thinking that iff dnr-
ing the years of plenty we had retained the
money appropriated for reforestation in the
department. instead of paving it inte Con-
solidated Revenue, the present proposed
loan expenditure might have been avoided.
Tt is interesting fo note that the total fores-
try expenditure last year was £144,000.
T wish to deal more partienlarly with the
experiments in the re-growth of sandal-
wood. Unfortunately, those that were gon-
ducted on the goldfields werve not too sue-
cessful. We have had some verv dry years,
whieh have affected the growth of the

piants. There has also heen great trouble
with rabbits.
Hon. W. J. Mann: Do away with thent.

Hon. H. SFDDON: Some rather inter-
esting things ave being worked out by the
Forestry officers. Tt would have been a
sound policy if the Government had con-
tinued to protect these plants as far as
possible, even te the extent of netting the
smaller areas so that the work might eon-
tinue in the dry districts. The report in-
dicates that so far as the reforestation of
sandalwood in  the damper districts is
concerned, there is not the same trouble
with rabbits, and the plants grow better
heenuse of the webter conditions. Tf would
be werth while making investigations to
compare the twe types of plants for oil
vontenf. T gather that the oil content
of trees which grow in fthe drier climates
is rither than would be obtained from
trees growing in  districts  where there
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is a greater amount of moisture available.
Experimental work frequenily discloses
some unexpected results. This might apply
to the systematic continuation of the ex-
periments in the re-growth of sandalwood
on the goldfields. I would urge upon the
Government to go on with that work, make
available further sums for it, and place
it in the hands of some expert oflicer who
would see if it were not possible to retain
what has been a source of wealth in the
past, namely our sandalwood production.
Owing to the depression, there has been
a decreased demand for sandalwood oil.
This commodity has great medicinal vir-
tues. The supply of sandalwood in the
world is limited, and for that fact alene
this partieular work demands the attention
of the Government. On previous occasions
I have advocated that research work
should be ecarried out in fodder plants in
the drier areas. The time is not ripe when
we can look io the Government to extend
this elass of werk akout which, however,
there is a good deal of urgency. Now that
there are brighfer prospects ahead of the
pastoral industry, the question might well
be revived, and the establishment of reserves
on the goldfields given eareful considera-
tion. The work which was started at
Koonamore in South Australia, has been
well carried on by the Federal Govern-
ment, Valuable information has heen ac-
fuired and tabulated from that <ourece,
and inquiries have been made inio those
cases where the ground has already been
seriously depleted of its natural plants.
This work could he snupplemented to a
great extent if similar operations were
carried on in our eastern goldfields areas,
where the fodders have mnot been so
severely dealt with. I commend the idea
to the Government. I am sure that from
research undertakings of this nature the
Government would be well repaid in the
years to come. Onec feature of the depres-
sion has been that Australia has been
able to demonstrate that in the production
of fine wool it still holds a monopoly in
the world’s markets., I make these sug-
gestions in the hope that they may be
embodied in future forestry plans. 1 sup-
port the second reading of the Bill.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West) [6.4]:
I do not intend to oppose the second reading
of the Bill. Long age it was agreed that the
Government should adopt a reasonabls
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forests policy. In order that this might be
earried out, certain moneys are necessary.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The Government are
taking the money into revenue.

Hon. W. J. MANN: A small portion of
it. The greaier part is being expended in
forestry work.

Hon. J. Nicholson: It is iotcnded to legal-
ise an omission that was made last year.

Hon. W. J. MANN: One of its objeets
is to validate an omission of last vear. The
House cannot reasonably offer any objec-
tion to the measure. For some time past
nnemployed relief work has very wisely been
found in our forests for a large number of
men. It is a pity they were not sent there
earlier in the depression. It would have
been wiser if some of the men who were sent
to Blackboy had heen put into the forests
to do work of some real value. I under-
stand there are already 1,250 men scattered
about the forests doing much more useful
work than is the ease with many other forms
of unemployment relief. So long as the
depression lasts T hope work will be found
in the forest areas. TUnless special attention
is devoted to this wonderful asset, our tim-
ber reserves are likelv to suffer serious dam-
age, at all events to be more seriously
affected than when they are being system-
atically cut over. As one goes through the
country which is not being handled by the
Forests Department, one ean see very little
in the way of new growth. What new growth
there is bas been dwarfed and rendered al-
most useless by periodical fires. I congratu-
late the department on the success which has
attended their fire control scheme during the
last two onr three years. It is remarkable
that out of a very large area last year only
about 500 acres were affected by fire, and
then only te a comparatively small extent.
This means that quite a lot of new growth
will have been preserved. If this can be
vontinued for a few years, the trees will
have reached an age when they will be less
liable to damage by fire. We know what
takes place in the forests when a fire sweeps
over seedlings ahout 18 inches in height, and
how little of them is left when the fire has
passed. In his last anoual report the Con-
gervator says that 132,932 acres have heen
added to the area permanently dedicated to
forests, and only 5,800 acres have been
excised and banded over to the Lands De-
partment for seitlement. How much of that
132,000 odd acres is actnally forest country
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I do not know. In the past the forestry auth-
orities in their zeal and determination to
do their best for our forests, have claimed
quite a lot of land which should never have
been classed as forest country. A good deal
of the land they claimed had no marketable
timher upon it and is never likely to have
it. Portion of it is land they have since
shown by their actions in allowing it to he
selected, to he unsuitable for the growth of
timber.

Hon. H. Seddon: Are they not supposed
to retain 3,000,000 acres for reforestation.

Hon, W. J. MANN: I understand that is
the area. That would not justify the de-
partment in locking up land that should be
made available for agrienlture. That there
is & demand for such land within the forest
area is shown by the report of the Conserva-
tor for last vear. This indicates that 222
applications were received hy the Lands De-
partment for land within the forest bound-
aries, Of these, 149 were granted. This
hears out my contention that there is a lot
of good land which should not he held up hy
the department.

Hon., J. M. Mucfarlane: On your own
showing it has not heen held up.

Hon. W, J. MAXNN: It has heen held up.
That 222 applications have heen made and
149 allowed indicates that the department
were wrong in the first place in holding up
the land.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: How many acres.

of forest ecountry have heen alienated?

Hon. W. .J. MANN: I do not know. The
area covered hy the 149 successful applica-
tions wonld be about 5,000 acres.

Hon. E. H. Harris: In what localities
would they be?

Hon, W. J. MANN: If I told the hon.
member he would not understand the names.
I hope the department will in future recog-
nise that they are not always right in their
classifieation of good timber country. It is
only comparatively recently that such
applications were granted. Prior to thaf,
the department were very hard to move.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: The Agricultural
Bank has plenty of land for settlement.

Hon. W. J. MANN: Last year the tim-
her industry reached a lower depth than has
heen evident for the last 15 years. That
is a very serious thing for the country, and
justifies us in asking that for the future
every possible assistance shauld be given to
the industry. Reductions have been made in

[COUNCIL.]

the royalties, but the Government have not
gone far enough. Good markets still exist
for our timber. It would be wise if the
Government were to indulge in a little more
advertising in the Eastern States and
ahroad.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. W. J. MANN: Prior to the tea ad-
journment, 1 was referring to the necessity
for pushing the sale of our hardwoods, and
had suggested that the Forests Deparvtment
might consider the advisability of embarking
upon an advertising scheme in order to keep
hefore the people of the British Empire the
advantage to be gained from using our tim-
bers. Other countries and States, notably
Queensland, continuously advertise their tim-
bers with, I helicve, marked effect. A seheme
of advertising would be beneficial to West-
crn Australia. I desire to refer briefly to the
policy of the Forests Department regarding
pine plantations.

The PRESIDENT: I would remind the
hon. member that the Bill is for an Aect to
continue the operations of one section of the
Forests Act. I hope he will not go bevond
the scope of the Bill.

Hon., W. J. MANN: My intention is to
conneet up my remarks with the Bill.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The money shonld be
used for reforestation purposes.

Hon, W, J. MANN: Yes, and the woney
for an advertising scheme would come from
the same source. I have no particular objec-
tion to monecy having been expended on pine
plantations, but I have taken exception to
the methods adopted by the department in
the past. Land has been taken adjacent to
railways for forestry work. I have in mind
land along the Flinders Bay railway which,
for four and a half miles, passes through a
forest reserve. A large part of that area has
been cleared of natural timber with a view
to establishing a pine plantation. My objec-
tion is that the land would be first-class for
agricultural purposes. Some time ago the
Alitehell Government sent a few hundred men
16 miles from that railway to elear land
for agricultural purposes. There is no likeli-
hood of any railway bheing constructed to
that area within the next 50 years. I claim
that the land adjacent to the Flinders Bay
railway conld have been put to hetter use by
heing devoted to agrieulture, and if it were
desired to plant pines, the Forests Depart-
ment could have chosen an area farther hack.
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Ay the plantation eould not reach maturity
in less tan aU or M) years, that course could
have been udopted without harm to anyone
coneerned. A pleasing feature of the work
of the Forvests Department is in respeet of
whut has been done in conjunction with the
Government Chemical Laboratory in making
lests of soils. That is necessary work, and
had it been done in the past, much money
would have been saved to the State. [f the
soll at Ludiow bad been unalysed years ago,
the fiasco that followed the planting of pines
there would have been avoided. Pinus insig-
nis were planted there in country totally un-
suited for that species, and after 20 years
the plantation had to be cut down and the
area replanted. I congratulate the forestry
officials on the splendid achievements of the
past, particularly with regard to fire control,
and the patrol of the forests in summer.

That represents a fine feature of the work, -

and I trust it will continue with the same
beneficial results in the future as in the past.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East) [7.35] :
I congratulute Mr. Seddon on his remarks
regurding the reforestation of saundalwood.
The peint he made ig worthy of the con-
stderation of the department. He suggested
that they should protect the plantations by
the erection of rabbit-proof uetting. It is
of little use plunting seedlings if rabbits are
allowed to cat them. 1 wag particularly
struek by Mr. Seddon’s suggestion that if
rabbit-proof netting were crected, the de-
partment could engage apon scientific re-
soarch work regarding the establishment of
new fodder plants. At first glanee, that
might seem to be outside the scope of the
forests Department, but 1 notice that in
his annual veport, the Auditor General
points out that over £2,300 had been spent
in an attempt to grow flax. The State has
spent large sums of moncy in establishing
the wheat, wool, and frnit growing indus-
tries, but the growth of pastures has been
neglecled to some extent. If fodder plants
could he grown with success in areas whera
sandalwood experiments were being carried
out, it would prove valuable to the State.
Tf we can, by cxperiments, extend the
period of the growth of green fodder
for cattle and sheep, it will be of great value
to the State. [ congratulate the Forests De-
partment upon acquiescing 1n requests made
by the Wagin Municipal Council. In that
disiriet iheve is a large area of land lying
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idle, und 1 ugree with the remarks of Mr.
Mann, that reforestation work is reproduc-
tive iu thaf it provides a return for money
expended in finding emplovment for men.
{ travelled through South Africa a few
vears ago, and I found, especially among
the farmers in Natal, that efforts were made
to plant certain areas with wattle for tan-
ning purposes. That gave the farmers an
ussured souree of income each vear. The
Forests epartment of this State could con-
sider that natter with advantage, and they
might envourage the farmers in the Grent
Southern arens and eclsewhere to vstablish
mallet bark and wattle,  If the farmers
were to engage upon that work, it would
represent a cervtain income to them, and
practically every farmer has a eerfain pro-
portion of stony o inferior famid on his hold-
ing. The department has estahlished sue-
cessfullv a mallet bark plantation outside
Narrogin, and it is promising verv well.

HON, J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[7.431: The Bill involves consideration of
various aspects of importance. The Leader
of the House and Mr. Seddon traced in an
interesting manner much of what led to the
present legislation. One of the chief fea-
tures in fairly recent vears, has been the
authorisation of a certain proportion of the
returns from the forests being diverted to
Consolidated Revenue, Tn a way thal action
was possibly pardonable, but the Govern-
ment  should consider whether it is
wise fo perpetuate that system. I look

upon forestry as one of the import-
ant industries of the State. At one
stnge it vielded a verv handsome rev-

enue, and was the means of praviding
employment for a large number of men.
It is true that very large areas of market-
able timber have been depleted and that we
are now dependent upon the Conservator
of Forests to trv to restore and maintain
the supply of our timbers. It is important-
therefore, that an industry which has played
for many years a very important part in
the history of Western Australia should be
maintained to the utmost. I am convinced
that the present Government are, and past
Governments, have been fully alive to that,
but when we divert into Consolidated
Revenue the funds which come from
that particular source, we are lessening
the possibility of maintaining an in-
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dustry whiech we would like to see
maintained at its highest point. I sup-

port the congratulations that have been
extended to the Conservator and those asso-
ciated with him for the splendid work they
have done throughout the past vear, and
when one realises the responsibility that is
theirs, it is necessary that we should give
our fullest aid and co-operation towards ex-
tending the usefulness of the industry. I
hope, therefore, that some heed will be paid
to the necessity for expanding the industry
still further. It has been pointed out that
certain sums have been actually horrowed
for the purpose of finding employment for
men in the work of reforestation. Tt seems
almost anomalous and ridienlous to say that
we have to borrow money on account of this
work when the money has aetvally been re-
ceived.

Hon. G. 'W. Miles:
fault.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That has hap-
pened, I believe, in other departments where
money has been received, paid into Consoli-
dated Revenue, and then funds have had to
be borrowed to earry on the work. There is
probably no more useful or reproductive
work in which to engage men who, unfortu-
nately, have been thrown out of employ-
ment. In the restoration of our forests we
can see the possibility of future revenue by
building up the forests and making it pos-
gible to perpetuate the industry which has
played such an important part in the devel-
opment of the State. The only way in which
that ean properly be done is to recomsider
at an early date the question of the re-
allocation of these moneys, and I ask the
Leader of the House fo bring wunder the
notice of his colleagues this aspect of the
matter. There is another point to which 1
may be permitted to allude. In the report
of the Conservator of Forests there is a ref-
erence to the danger from fires. 1 might be
permitted to read this extract from the
report :—

The principal hazard in a number of forests,
particularly on ‘‘blow-up’’ days, is the danger
of fires encroaching on the forest from adjoin-
ing private property, and a tightening-up in
the cnforcement of Bush Fire Prevention
legisiation is overdue. For example, the open-
ing of the general hurning seasen by Guagelte
notice as early as 1st Tebruary is a suicidal

policy to farming as well as forestry in-
terests. A study of nieteorological data or the

It is Parliament’s
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records of past fire losses will bear out the
contention that partienlarly bad bush-fire days
peeur every summer during the last half of
January or the first half of Tebruary. If
every scttler, irrespective of weather condi-
tions, has the right to set alight, on the first
day of February, his patch of swamp, few
aeres of new clearing, or bush paddocks with-
out speeial preeautions in the way of plonghed
breaks and belts of standing green trees rea-
dered safe by early burning in the preceding
spring, the outbreak of numerous bush fires is
inevitable on the first day of high wind and
low humidity,

This is a matter which, no doubt, has been
very seriously considered. Whilst the report
says there has heen a little improvement
in the industry during the past year, as
compared with the previous year, one real-
ises that with world conditions as they are,
there is probably not the opportunity at the

moment for the great expansion we
would like to see in export timber.
But mnow is the time when the de-

velopment of our forests should proceed
apace, and the absorption of our unem-
ploved in nseful work such as that would be
beneficial to the State and to the men them-
selves.

HON. ¢. W. MILES (North) [7.53]:
Once again [ desire to enter my protest at
the methods adopted by the Government in
taking fovestry money into Consolidated Rev-
enue instead of putting it aside for reforesta-
tion purposes. Originally, in the Bill intro-
duced in 1919, it was definitely stipulated
that three-fifths of the revenue Lad to be
used for reforestation. For some time we
were successful in preventing the Govern-
ment from taking this money into Consoli-
dated Revenue, but later on members took up
the attitnde, as they are doing now, of
allowing it to go through. So we have the
farcieal position created of paying this
money into revenue and borrowing for re-
forestatien, and another instance of impos-
ing a hurden on the rising generation. When
the Bill was first introduced the argument
was advanced that the Government of the
time did not expect to get so much revenue
out of sandalwood. Tt was the good fortune
of the State, however, to receive a great deal
more than was expeeted. Now, members de-
clare that this should not he done, and that
should not be done, but by their actions in
this House they grant the Government power
to do those things that should not be done.
I hope the House will reject the Bill and so
allow the money to go back into the forestry
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fund for which it was originally infended.
1t is simply madness to proceed as we are
doing, The same thing is happening in con-
nection with the ¥Fremantle harbour. The
Harbour Trust allow their receipts to go into
Consolidated Revenue and then borrow to
carry out improvements or extend the har-
bhour. It is said that finance is government
and government is finance, hut we have
nothing of the kind in this State. God help
us from the class of Governments we have
had in the past. T oppose the second read-
ing of the Bill.

THE CHIEY SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central—in reply) [7.57]: T am in-
clined to fear that Mr. Nicholson’s comments
may mislead some members who are not
acquainted with the provisions of the Forests
Act. Mr. Miles did offer an explanation, hut
very briefly, as to what the provisions of the
Act are. No Government has ever taken the
whole of this revenue Erom timber.

Hon. J. Nicholson: I said a certain por-
tion of it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Govermnenis
have taken the revenue only in aecordanece
with the Forests Aect, 1918, a measure that
was carefully considered. It contained a
provision that three-fifths of the revenue
should go to a reforestation fund and twon-
fifths to Consolidated Revenue. That was
done for six years and then the Government
of the day submitted a Bill making provision
that the revenue frem sandalwood should
not go to the reforestation fund but should
go into Consolidated Revenue. An amend-
ment was moved in this House to the effect
that £3,000 from sandalwood revenue should
he set aside for the purposes of the re-growth
of that timber. That was carried on from
1924 to 1929, a period of five vears, and
£25,000 was spent in connection with the re-
growth of sandalwood. I brought down a
similar Bill in 1929, but it was defeated in
this Mouse. The next vear the succeeding
Government submitted a measure making
provision not ouly to take the whole of the
revenue from sandalwood, but the revenue
that had acenmulated, and thev got £32,000.
Last vear no Bill was submitted. This vear
we have submitted the Bill fo make provision
for the payment into revenue of £32,000, hut
wo are benefiting only to the extent of
£19,000 sinee the other £13,000 wasz paid inio
Consolidated Revenue last year. Tt is my
intention to submit the various peints that
have been raised by members fo the depart-
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ment and I hope at a later stage to be able
to make an intercsting statement to the
House.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commiltee, elc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACTS
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading,

THE HONORARY MINISTER (lion
W. H. Kitson—West) [8.3] in moving the
second reading said: The preamble of this
Bill seems to me to explain clearly the
constitutional reason for its introduection.
When it was decided by the last Govern-
ment to appoint a Lotteries Commission
for the control of lotteries throughout the
State, they considered that membership of
that particular Commission would not con-
stitute an office of profit under the Crown,
and they were of opinion that the neces-
sary provision had heen made in the legis-
lation to protect any member of Parlia-
ment who might be appointed a member
of the Commission. The duration of the
Act was only one year, and it would natar-
ally expire on the 31st December next. It
was therefore necessary for the present
Government to introduce legislation to con-
tinue the operation of the measure and
also, in the present Government’s opinion,
to amend it. It was not until notice of
the amending Bill had been given in an-
other place that the position of a member
of this Chamber, in the person of Mr.
Clydesdale, who had accepted a seat on
the Commission, was challenged. In order
to protect Mr. Clydesdale’s intereats it
was decided to include in that Bill a pro-
vision whereby the Government’s action,
if there was any doubt about its legality,

should bhe validated and, of course the
hon. member’s interests protected.  Mr.
Ciydesdale’s position havinz UDecn ehal-

lenged, it was thought that any step neces-
sary for the protection of his interests
ought to be taken. As we are well aware,
another place agreed with thaf coniention,
passed the measure, and sent it to this
Chamber. However, as you, Mr. Presi-
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dent, have ruled that thati measure cannot
be proceeded with lere, it has been

thought advisable or necessary to bring
down a Bill amending the Constitution
Acts so as to remove any doubt there might
be as to Mr. Clydesdale’s position. 1 sin-
cerely hope that members of this Chamber
will agree with the action which has heen
taken, and that the appeintment which in
all good faith was offered by the previous
Government and aceepted by Mr. Clydes-
dale will be validated. We are Pound to
do everything possible to proteet Mr,
Clydesdale, or any other hon. memher find-
ing himself in a similar position.

Hon. E. M. Harris: Do you say that the
purpose of this Bill is limited (o the pro-
tection of Mr. Clydesdale?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do not
say so.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Why do
you hring in his name at all?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Beeanse
the necessity for the Bill arises from Mr.
Clydesdale’s appointment to the Lotteries
Commission.

Hon, J. Nicholson: Becanse he has heen
challenged.

The HONORARY MINISTER: That 1s
s0.
Hon. BE. H. Harris: 1L the Bill is not

specially put up for Mr. Clydesdale, what’

are the other points?

The HONORARY MINISTER: T have
said that Mr. Clydesdale’s position having
been challenged, it is necessary for the
Government to do whatever they can in
order to proteet his interests,

Hon. E. H. Harris: But does not the
Bill do other things?

The HONORARY MINISTER: [ shall
come to that aspect in a minute or two,
and then the hon. member may speak
with regard to it., The seat on the
Lotteries Commission having been offered
and aceepted in all good faith, under
the belief that there was no Dbar to
a member of Parliament occcupying the
position and that he would not be subjeet
to any penalty for aceepting if, we must,
if we ecan by any means at our disposal,
remove any doubt that may possibly exist
with regard to the situation. The present
Bill seeks to amend several sections of the
Constitution Acts Amendment Act, 1899,
and also Section 6 of the Constitution Aect,
1889. Clause 2 of the Bill validates what
has been done up to date. Tn other words
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it validates the appointment of a member
of Parliament as a member of the Lotteries
Commission until the 31st December of
this year. Although, of eourse, Mr. Clydes-
dale’s name is not mentioned in the mess-
ure, he is the member of Parlinment whe
wil be so vitally affected if anything
sliould prove to be wrong in regard to the
appoiniment he bhas accepted. Clause 3
goes u little further.

Hon. J. Cornell: Jt does not square with
the preamble,

The HONORARY MINISTER: That
may be the hon, member's opinion. He wili
have an opportunity of pointing out why
that is s0. Clause 3 proposes that in future
the acceptance of a seat on the Lotteries
Commission shall not be deemed a violatio:.
of the relevant sections of the Constitution
Act. So that the Bill has twe purposes—-
first, to validate what has already been done
in regard to the constitution of the Loi-
teries Commission np to the 31st December
next, the date when the Conunission would
automatically go out of existenee if the
Act were apt continued; and sceondly, to
provide that if the Act is continued affer
the 31st December next, there shall be no
bar to any member of Parliament being
appointed to a seat on the Commission. I
do not know that T um ecalled upon to say
any more on the subject at the present
moment.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Are you not going to
say anything to justify the acceptance by
a member of Parliament of an office of pro-
fit under the Crown?

The HONORARY MIXNISTER: I do not
admit that a seat on the Lotteries Commis-
sion is an office of profit under the Crown.

Hon. J. Cornell: You say it is by pro-
posing to indemnify Mr. Clydesdale,

The HONORARY MINISTER: I say a
doubt has been raised. The Government
have never admitted that the office is an
office of prolit under the Crown, but in view
of the ecircumstances with which we are
faced we desire to take every possible step
to ensure that there shall be no doubt in
regard to that particular point.

Hon. J. Cornell: Is that as regards the
present oecupant, or as regards future occu-
pants !

Hon. E, H. Harris: You are only at-
tempting to remove a doubt?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I have
snid that on more than one occasion, Such
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i5 the position; and I feel that in view of
all the circumstances, in view of the fact
that the previous Government were respon-
sible for the appointment, the present Gov-
ernment not being in any way responsible
for the situation which has arisen—

Hon, J. Cornell: It is all right up to
Clause 2.

The HONORARY MINISTER: 1t is the
duty of the present Government to do what
they can to remove any possibility of the
position being challenged. 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

HON, SIR EDWARD WITTENOOM
(North} {8.14}: When T first heard about
this matter I felt a great objection to it
Particularly did I ohject to the last Bill,
which you, Mr. President, in my opinion
so properly threw ount. Since then T have
further considered the position. 1 do not
care twopence abont Mr. Clydesdale or any-
body else, but I have come to the conclusion
that there is no reason why members of
Parliament should not oceupy positions of
profit under the Crown. 1If they should not.
we leave it open for all sorts of other peopla
to be appointed to those positions. Surely
to goodness members of Parliament are the
select of the people. How are they here
unless they are the sclect of the people?
And if they are not fit to oecupy positions
of profit, then who are, and what sort of
people are to be appointed to those posi-
tions? 1 say that members of Parliament
whe have been elected by the people should
he considered the bhest for these appoint-
ments. If they are not fitted to hold an office
of profit under the Crown, such an office
would be left open to all sorts of appoinl-
ments.  Anybody might bhe appointed,
even

Hon. C. B, Williams: A man from Trades
Hall.

Hon, Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM:
There are many good men at the Trades
Hall, but there are other people altogether
who might be appeinted. 1 will support
the Bill, not beeause of Mr. Clydesdale whom
I srarecly know, and to whom T have not
spoken half a dozen words in my life, but
hecause T agree with its principle. I re-
peat that if a member of Parliament 1s not
it to ocecupy an office of profit under the
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Crown after he has been sclected by the
people, the position will be open to the
appeintment af all sorts of people.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
[817): All are aware that a member of this
House has been placed in an unfortunate
position because the Government of the day
requested him to aceept a sent on the com-
mission, which he in nll good faith did, be-
lieving that it was not an office of profit
under the Crown. I still maintain thar the
position is not an office of profit under the
Crown.

Hon. K. H. Harris: Then the Bill is not
wanted.

Hon. A. THOMSON: Ne, bat the hon.
member believes it is. The Government are
to be commended for having taken this step
to see that an injustice is not done to that
gentleman who accepted the position at the
invitation of the previous Government. I
have always endeavoured to maintain the
dignity of Parliament, but I deplore the
faet that frequently members of Parliament
have been the cause of a certain amount of
discredit falling upon themselves. Tf the
Lotteries Commission were a State concern
it wonld be in the hands of the Government
to do as they liked with. Only to-night Mr.
Miles complained of the Government’s
action in taking meney from the forestry
funds. On previous oceasions I bhave com-
plzined of the Government doing the same
with the revenue of the Fremantle Harbour
Trust. After the recent elections it was
considered that two metropolitan members
of Parlinment who lost their seats had lost
them in consequence of the creation of the
Lotteries Commission. It was said that sev-
eral newspapers had worked very hard
against them, because those newspapers had
suffered a serious loss as the result of the
ereation of the commission, those papers
having previously been cngaged in running
lucrative gambling machines in the form of
crossword puzzles, One of those two mem-
bers of Parliament who oceupied seats on
the Lolteries Commission lost his parlia-
mentary seal at the elections, and today he
is considered a perfectly trustworthy and
honourable gentleman, fully entitled to
occupy & position of trust on the commis-
sion. But another member of Parliament who
did not lose his seat at the eleetions, is not
considered worthy of being trusted.
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Hon. J. Nicholson: It does not mean that
at all.

Hon, A. THOMSON : In effect it does; it
means that 2 member of Parliament cannot
be trusted to occupy a seat on fthe com-
mission,

Hon. J. Cornell: All British constitutions
say the same.

Hon. A. THOMSON: That may be so,
but I consider it an insult to members of
Parliament to say they ave not worthy of
oceupying such positions. I agree with Sir
Edward Wittenoom. I am not going to say
whether we should have direct offices of
profit under the Crown.

Hon. E. H. Harris: What is the difference
between a direet one and an indirect onef?

Ton. A. THOMSON: Many men would
be liable to be expelled from Parlinment if
a strict interpretation of the Constitution
were placed on the positions they oceups.
However, I am not dealing with that just
now, but am dealing with the Bill. 1 say a
geat on the commission is not an office of
profit under the Crown, because the Crown
does not handle the money collected by t]?e
commission nor does it receive amy of it.
I will support the second reading, regarding
the Bill as an carnest endeavour to do a
measure of justice.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [8.25]: The
Bill is very important, because in many re-
speets it goes much favther than a loiferies
control Bill in indemuifying a member of
Parliament taking a seat on the commission.
The Bill is tantamount to an admission that
to take a seat on the Lotteries Commission
is to take an office of profit under the
Crown aceording to our Constifution. That
is the meaning of the Bill. The purpose of
the Bill is to absolve any member of Par-
liament who has filled or may fill a seat on
the commission. Therefore the Bill is one
of far-reaching effect in amending the Con-
stitution. It can be divided into two dis-
tinct parts, the first being to rectify an.in-
justice brought about by a misconception.
A member of Parliament accepled a seat on
the commission at the invitation of the pre-
vious Government, understanding that he
would not thus jeopardise his position as a
member of this House. As I said on the
second reading of the Bill which has sinee
been ruled oui, there are but two points
worthy of consideration, the first being to
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convinee oneself that the position was
accepted in the best of faith and that its con-
sequences were nol foreseen cither by the ap-
pointing authority or by the appointee. That
is onc point. The other point T stressed
was that this set of eirecumstances had arisen
throngh a miseoneeption on the part of Lhe
persons making the appointment and the ap-
pointee. Tt now appears that some persen
has commenced a Supreme Court action to
tesi the validity of the appointment. Are
we justified in legislating to remove a doubt
that the Supreme Court has heen asked fo
resolve? Those are the only two points to
be considered at present. Very little pecu-
niary loss will be inearred by the person who
has taken action in the Supreme Court if
we pass this legislation to proteet the mem-
ber who is af present involved. At present,
[ am disposed to give my aid to rectify the
mistake that has unwittingly bheen made. The
preamble of the Bill states that doubts have
arisen as to members of the Parliament
of Western Australin  having committed
breaches of the provisions of the Constitu-
tion Act. Clause 2 of the Bill proceeds to
tmplement the preamhle and indemnify the
member on account of his holding an office
of profit under the Crown. IHowever, 1 fail
to sec the connection between the preamble
and Clause 3 of the Bill.

The Honorary Minister: Do you contend
that is necessary?

Hon. J. CORNELL: I am not a lawyer,
but T think about 85 per cent. of the Bill
could be cut out. Tt could he expressed in
this way, that notwithstanding anything con-
tained in the Constitution, so and so shall
be indemnified for accepiing a posifion on
the Commission, Clause 2 is an honest
attempt to reefify a mistake, Clause 3 of
the Bill, however, provides that irrespective
of who may be a member of Parliament he
shall not be considered as holding an office
of profit under the Crown if he aceepts an
appointment to the Lotteries Commission.

Hon. E, H. Harris: Then the Bill is not
[imited to Mr. Clydesdale?

Hon, J. CORNELL: If the member in
guestion to-day accepted offlice agnin on the
Lotteries Commission, then on the lst Janu-
ary, 1934, he would be in exactly the same
position as he is now; except that in that
case he would have accepted the position
with his eyes open.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: So would we.
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Hon, J. CORNELL: 1 am sure no mem-
ber thinks that Mr. Clydesdale accepted ihe
position with his eyes open.

" Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: He will, if we
pass the Bill.

Hon. J. CORNELL: According to my
reading of the Bill, if it is passed to-night,
and the third reading is passed to-morrow,
and the Aet put info operation on Monday
next, Clause 2 would still only indeumify the
man occupying the position.

Houn, J. J. Holmes: Is it not necessary to
obtain the Royal assent?

Hon. J. CORNELL: I do not think so.

Hon. E. H. Harris: The Biil is s0 framed
that it will not need the Royal assent.

Hon. J. CORNELL: 1&t us do the job
properly. Let us face the position fairly
and squarely and not side-track it, so that
injustice may not be done to an innocent
man, because there is a chance of the Bill
passing the seeond reading. When it reaches
the Committee stage, however, only a simple
majority will be reguired to ensure the re-
tention of a clause in the Bill. On the third
reading, an absolute majovity of 16 mem-
bers of the House will be necessary to pass
the Bill. T was hopeful that the Government,
in their efforts to see that justice was done,
would have divided the two principles eon-
cerned and brought down two Bills, What
will be the result if Clause 3 is passed? We
ghall say that, notwithstanding anything
contained in the Constitution Act, the ap-
pointment of a member of Parlimment to the
Lotteries Commission shall not be deemcd
an office of profit under the Crown. Yet
we have this anomalous situation, that it
is necessary for a member of this Chamber,
who accepts a Ministerial portfolie, to sub-
mit himself for re-election.

Hon. E. H. Harms: Does he not aceept
an office of profit?

Hon. J. CORNELL: No. I submit with
all humility that we shall be subjeeting our-
selves to proper and honest criticism if we
amend the Constitution so as to  permif
members of Parliament to aet on the Lot-
teries Commission. We shall say that an
appointment on the Lotteries Commission
shall not be deemed an office of profit under
the Crown and therefore that a member of
Parliament may accept it with impunity.
It will be said that the Parliament of West-
ern Australiz, while it is prepared fo deal
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with # small anomaly, is prepared to let
the larger anonulies go by the board. I am
quite prepared to indemnify Mr, Clydesdale.
I think he is entitled te indemnifieation, but
[ cannot agree to Clause 3 of the Bill. If
it is not too late now

The Chief Seeretury: It can stand a lot
of amendment.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I hope the Chief
Secretary will yet be able to find a way out
so that the indemnification question ean be
dealt with in a comprehensive manner, 1
hope between now and the final stage of the
Bill he will be in a position to announece to
the House that his colleagues are prepared
this session to give Parliament an oppor-
tunity of saying that nof only are membhers
capable of serving on the Lottcries Commis-
sion, but of serving in some other position
that is equally an office of profit under the
Crown, but may not carry one-tenth of the
emolument that is carried by the position of
u lotteries commissioner.

Hen. J. J. Holmes: How does that fit in
with the poliey of one man one job?

Hon. C. B. Williams; I do not know what
that has to do with the position¥

Hon. J. CORNELL: I was once a soldier
in the ranks of the party to which the Chief
Secretury and his colleagues belong.  That
party, in its policy of one man one job, was
as full of inconsisteneies as possible, If a
man was a lawyer he could practice to his
lleart’s content and carry out his parlia-
wentary duaties.  [f be wag a farmer he eounld
tarm to his heart’s content
money,

and lose his
It he was a trades union seeretary
and became a1 member of Parliament, he
would have to relinguish the office and make
rooin for soimeone else. The world is full
of inconsistencies; if there were none there
would be very few consistencies. 1 support
Clause 2 of the Bill, although it is too full
of verbiage, but 1 want it to be distinetly
understood that there is nothing in Clause 3
that is in common with Clause 2. The major
issue is indemnification for the man who has
unwittingly got into this position. The risk
we ay run is that we may give place to the
minor issue and lose the major one, and that
we shall not aecomplish what we set out to
do. I support the second reading, and may
vet speak on the third reading.

On motion hy the Chief Secretary, debate
adjourned.
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BILL—AUGUSTA ALLOTMENTS.
Becond Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—~Central) [8.50] in moving the second
reading said: The purpose of this Bili is
fo revest in the Crown, certain aljotments
of land at Augusta. During the years 1831
to 1834, 2 number of lots were selected in
the townsite of Angusta, nnder the regula-
tions then obtaining, which provided that
selectors, on the fulfilment of certain condi-
tions, could obtain the Crown Grant without
the payment of any purchase money. Some
of these early settlers obtained their Crown
grants in due eourse, but a number of them
never claimed the grani; the land however
is still registered in their names in the books
of the Lands Department.

Qwing to its isolated position and the ex-
penses occasioned in protecting the settlers
from the natives, it was finaily decided to
abandon Angusta, and, with this end in view,
the Government of the day, offered land at
Busselton to the settlers concerned, in lien
of what had been assigned to them at Aug-
usta. There i3 no evidence to prove that the
settlers accepted the offer, but there is good
reason to helieve that they ahandoned the
Augusta selections.  None of the original
settlers is now living, but every now and
then a descendant endeavours to establish a
claim to one or more of the lots. In oenly
one instance was such a claim suceessiul.

The question of elearing up the records of
the Lands Department of these holdings has
been brought up on a number of occasions
during the last 40 years, but action to final-
ise the matter has never been completed,

The Crown Law Department has ad-
vised the Department that the only way
out of the difficulty is to pass an Aet of
Parliament, vesting the land in the Crown,
subject to a provision that any person who
may ecstablish a elaim, and is desirous of
obtaining a grant in fee simple may make
applieation to the Minister for the fee
simple, and provided the applicant is able
to satisfy the Minister that he is entitled
to make such application, the Governor
may, on the recommendation of the Min-
ister, and without monetary consideration
grant to the applicant the fee simple of
the land.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: What happens if the
Crown sells the land bhefore it is applied
for?

[COUNGCIT..]

The CHIEF SECRETARY: An interva
of time must elapse before any aetion i
taken. The Bill also provides that wher
ooy allotment was unoceupied at the eom
mencement of the Aet, or wheve any per
son entitled to make application fails t
do so within the specified time, or wher
any elaim is not established to the satis
faction of the Minister, the Governor may
deal with the aliotments as unalienater
Crown land under the provisions of the
Land Aect.

The Bill makes provision in respeet of
a persun who, for a period of not less thar
5 years before the commencement of the
Act, was oceupying any allotment  eon.
cerned, as if he were the owner of it
wherehy such occupant shall within three
months after the commencement of this
Act or within such further time as the
Minister may permit, make applieation in
the form preseribed, and shall pnblish g
copy of such appliecation in the Govern.
ment Gazette and in a newspaper cireulat-
ing in the disiriet. The Bill also provides
that if sueb nn application be miade and
the Minister is satisfied that the applicant
is entitled to the land, the Governor may
after the expiration of six monthe from
the date of the last publieation, grant the
fee simple without consideration.

A further provision on the same lines
is made in respeet of persons, who, al-
thongh they may consider themselves to
be entitled, may nnt be in occupation of
such lands. In the event of any such claims
not being established, the land shall revert
to the Crown and may be dealt with as
Crown lands. Provision is alse made
whereby any person, who coniravy to the
Act remains in ocenpation of such land,
after being requested, in writing, to vacate,
shall be guilty of an offencc and may he
prosecuted accordingly. In view of past
experience, it is not anticinated that any
elaim can he successfully sustained, baut it
is essential that the matter should be
cleared up and the Bill provides the neces-
sary machinery to enable this to be done,
I move:—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by lond W, J. Mann, de-
hate adjourned.



[15 Novemeer, 1933.]

RESOLUTION—STATE FORESTS,

To Revoke Dedication.

Message from the Assembly requesting
roncurrenee in the following resolufion now
onsidered—

That the proposal for the partial revoeation
sf State Forests Nos. 4, 14, 15, 22, 23, 24, 27,
20, 30, 33, 37, 38, 39, and 42, laid oun the
Table of the Legislative Council by the Com-
nand of His Excellency the Lieutenant-Gover-
wor on the 0th November, 1833, be carried out.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Jrew—~Central) {8.58]: I wmove—

That the resolution he agrecd ro.

Inder section 21 of the Forests Act,

918, a dedication of Crown Lands as
1 State forest may only be revoked
n whole or in part in the following

nanner:—(a} The Governor shall cause
‘0 be laid on the Table of each House of
*arliament a proposal for such revocation.
‘b) After such proposal has been laid be-
‘ore Parliament, the Governor, on a resolu-
ion being passed by both Houses that such
woposal be carrvied out, shall, by Order in
Jouneil, revoke such dedieation. (¢) On
tny sueh rvevocation the land shall become
Srown land witkin the meaning of the Land
\et, 1898.

In this instance, it is proposed to exeise
'3 areas containing a {otal area of about
045 acres. This is in continuance of the
solicy of excising from State Forests any
weas of agricultural land which are unsuit-
thle for, or no longer required for forestry
wurposes. -The papers I laid upon the Table
f the House contain full information re-
ating to the individual areas and localities.

For the information of members, I may
tate that hefore sny such revocation is re-
ommended the Conservator of Forests
askes full investigations, end if he is satis-
ied that the land is no longer required for
ovestry purposes and is sumitable for agri-
ultural purposes, he then recommends that
b be excised from the forest concerned.
Ince it is excised, it automatically becomes
‘rown lands and, as such, is available for
election, subject to the provisions of the
and Aet.

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West)
9.0): T hope the motion will he agreed to.
t is in conformity with the desire= of the
eople in the South-West, where the whole
f the land converned is sitwaied.  Moreover,
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it is in conformity with the sentiments I ex-
pressed earlier in the sitting, when diseuss-
ing the Forests Act Amendment Bill. The
whole of the areas enumerated in the wetion
have been desired by people for settlement
purposes, and I trust the House will agree
to the motion.

HON. E. ROSE (South-West) [9.1]:
The reclassification of the forest areas should
be undertaken. Much of the jurroh country
contains many acres useless for timber but
ideal for agriculture. These pockets of
trom five to ten acres should be eliminated
from the forest reserves and, in faet, it
would have heen much better for the State
had the land been reclassified long ago. Set-
tlers at Greenhushes, Collie and elsewhere
have been agitating for that course over a
period of years, and I am pleased that the
Minister has taken the matter in hand.

Question put and passed.

BILL-LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX,
Second Reading.,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
tirew—Central [9.4] in moving the seeond
reading sald: This measnre is the annual
one that is introduced each session to ensure
the continuance of the Land Tax and In-
come Tax Act. It is identical with that in-
troduced last year and it is not proposed to
make any alteration whatever to the existing
legislation, s¢ that the land tax and income
tax will he the snme as last year. Owing to
the continuance of low prieces for primary
products, it has heen econsidered advisable to
continue the exemptions previonsly granted,
with the result that those engaged in agri-
cultural, hortieultural and pastoral or graz-
ing pursuits will be exempt from land tax.
It is recognised that those exemptions rep-
resent the saerifice of a large amount of
revenue, but, under existing circumstances,
it is also realised that the people engaged
in such porsunits are suffering severely from
the depression and, in many cases, would be
unahle to pay tand tax. There has heen a
congistent fall in the revenne both from land
tax and income tax since 1929. For the fin-
anctal vear, 1929-30 the revenue derived
from land tax amounted to £219,000, but in
1932-33 it bhad fallen to £130,000. Tt is
estimated that we shall collect £135,000 this
vear, or £5,000 more than last vear, but even
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this fgure shows a reduction of £74,000 in
comparison with 1929-30. The receipts from
income tax amounted to £340,000 in 1929-30
whilst for the last financial year, 1932-33,
the collections totalled £169,000 only, or less
than 50 per cent. of the amount received in
1929-30.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Were all the assess.
ments sent out in time?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, but it
was not the fault of the Government if they
were not. It is estimated that the reeeipts
for this vear will amonnt to only £160,000.
Such a serious fall in the veecipts from these
avenues of taxation have proved very em-
barrassing to the Treasurer—as it was to his
predecessor—and he has naturally found it
very difficult to carry on. As the purpose
of the measure is simply to ensure the con-
tinzance of the present Aet without altera-
tion, I do not think that there is any neces-
sity for me to detain members with an ex-
planation of its clauses. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
199]: T have a word of praise and con-
gratnlation for the Government for bring-
ing forward a measure thai does not seek
to add anything to the land tax and income
tax imposed npon the people.

Hon. G. W, Miles: The Government gave
that undertaking, and they are merely carry-
ing ont their word.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I am always
pleased when the Government of the day,
after giving Parliament their assurance that
something will be done, promptly follow up
their promise by introducing legislation in
conformity with their declaration. For that
reason, the people generally will appreciate
the action of the Governmenti.

Hon. G, W, Miles: This will he used
against you some day.
Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: That may be so.

If anyone should desire to use it against me,
he is welcome to do so. Earlier in the day
I saw Rt to criticise the Government and
now, when a word of praise is due, I am
zlad to extend it.

Hon. G. W. Miles: What are you looking
for?

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. J. NICHOLSON ; Despite the diffi-
culties of these times, when Governments
thronghout the world are experiencing

[ASSEMBLY.]

trouble regarding finance, 1 hope it will by
possible for the Minister to introduce a Bil
next year whieh, if it will not decrease taxa
tion, will certainly not increase it. In th
meantime, I trust that the Government wil
be able to practise wise economies in evern
direction possible.

On motion by Hon. H. Seddon, dehat
adjourned,

House «djourned at 9.12 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.3
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—HOUSING TRUST.

Alr. F, C. L. SMITH asked the Premier
1. Was Senator Collett correct in siafing
in the Senafe, during the debate on the Fin
ancial Relief Bill (mds Federal “Hansard’
No. 23, p. 3862, October 25, 1933), that “i1
Western Australia there is what is koow:
as a housing trust. Its funection is fo erec
houses at an average eost of about £270, an
let them fo deserving people either on a fre
life tenaney or on the renf purchase systen
at the rate of 5s. weekly”? 2, If the state
ment is correct, will the Premier indicat
how one of these hounses can be seeured?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. Housing
Trust Act, passed 1930. 2, These houses ar



